Health  Centers  Train 
Teens  to  Teach  Their 
Peers  About  Safe  Sex 


By  Stacey  Palevsky 

When  Joanna  Scott  was  just  15 
years-old  she  took  two  buses  to  get 
to  her  health  clinic  of  choice.  Her 
trek  began  in  Bayview-Hunters 
Point,  where  she’d  board  the  Number 


neighborhood  clinic’s  long  lines. 
Or  saved  herself  the  transportation 
hassle  by  seeing  her  family  doctor. 
But  he  also  treats  her  mom,  and, 
according  to  Scott,  that  would  just 
be  weird.  So  she  took  multiple  buses 


Photo  by  Maria  Claudia  Guerrero  Rosas 
Art-based  sex  education  at  Planned  Parenthood's  Promotores  program. 


44  bus.  She’d  get  off  at  Silver  and 
Charter  Oak  avenues,  transfer  to  the 
Number  Nine,  and  take  that  bus  to 
her  final  location,  New  Generations 
Health  Center,  located  near  Potrero 
Avenue  and  18th  Street. 

Scott  could  have  waited  in  her 


to  Potrero;  when  she  got  her  license 
she  drove  to  the  Center,  who’s  slogan, 
“answers  not  attitude,”  made  her  feel 
comfortable. 

Now  18  years-old,  Scott  looks 
like  she  just  stepped  out  of  a Kanye 

Continued  on  Page  16 


Potrero  Hill  and  Dogpatch 
Condominiums  Attract 


Buyers 

By  Kerry  Fleisher 

Young  urban  professionals,  empty 
nesters  and  families  in  the  market  for 
their  first  San  Francisco  home  are 
often  torn  between  the  quaintness 
of  a Victorian  and  the  efficiency  of 
a new  condominium.  Condominium 
developers  in  Potrero  Hill  are  banking 
on  a historic-cum-modern  approach 
that  works  both  these  angles,  and 
the  strategy  seems  to  be  working. 
Sales  at  Homes  on  Esprit  Park  in 
Dogpatch,  a development  created 
out  of  two  historic  brick-and-timber 
buildings;  and  The  Potrero,  situated 
on  the  cusp  of  old  and  new  Potrero 
Hill  near  Showplace  Square,  are 
meeting — if  not  exceeding — company 
expectations. 

Homes  on  Esprit  Park,  which 
is  bounded  by  Minnesota,  22nd, 
and  Indiana  streets  and  Esprit 
Park,  has  15  homes  imder  contract 
and  14  reservations,  even  though 
construction  is  still  underway.  The 
model  homes  are  slated  for  completion 
in  approximately  one  month,  with  the 
entire  project,  which  consists  of  142 
units  as  well  as  commercial  space. 


scheduled  for  completion  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  Potrero,  bounded  by 
Mariposa,  Rhode  Island,  17th,  and 
Kansas  streets,  has  sold  75  percent 
of  its  165  units. 

Homes  on  Esprit  Park,  which 
features  a variety  of  units  - from  one- 
bedrooms  selling  for  almost  $600,000 
to  three-bedrooms  at  roughly  $1.5 
million  - has  experienced  steady 
sales  within  months  of  going  on  the 
market.  Sales  Associate  Andrew 
Paolucci  noted  that  contracts  and 
reservations  have  been  signed  for 
both  one-  and  two-bedroom  units  as 
well  as  for  several  commercial  spaces. 
The  average  residential  sales  price 
is  $802,000;  buyers  include  young 
families  and  urban  professionals, 
several  of  whom  are  restaurateurs 
and  artists. 

The  Potrero  has  also  successfully 
catered  to  new  couples,  a mix  of 
educated  professionals  who  work 
downtown  and  in  the  South  Bay. 
According  to  Caroline  Anza  with 
the  Mark  Company,  The  Potrero ’s 
marketing  arm,  “we’ve  had 
really  strong  traffic  that  exceeds 
expectations.”  Whole  Foods  Market’s 

Continued  on  Page  17 


Lead  Backpacks 


By  Heather  World 

Add  backpacks,  vinyl  raincoats 
and  school-issued  bookbags  to  the 
growing  list  of  children’s  products 
contaminated  with  lead,  a substance 
proven  harmful  to  human  health, 
especially  to  the  young. 

The  findings  come  not  from 
the  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission  (CPSC),  the  federal 
agency  charged  with  protecting 
Americans  from  hazardous  products. 
Instead,  it  was  consumer  watchdog 
the  Center  for  Environmental  Health 
(CEH)  that  tested  four  backpacks 
with  popular  characters  like  Dora 
the  Explorer  and  found  lead  levels  of 


up  to  9,100  parts  per  million  (ppm), 
more  than  15  times  the  legal  limit  of 
600  ppm  for  lead  in  paint. 

A mom  discovered  the  high 
concentrations  of  lead  and  phthalates, 
another  harmful  compound  that’s 
used  to  make  plastic  more  flexible, 
in  her  son’s  school-issued  ABC 
Book  Program  bookbag,  which  is 
provided  as  part  of  the  Take  Home 
Book  Program  that  caters  to  San 
Francisco’s  kindergarteners,  first, 
and  second  graders. 

Exposure  to  lead,  a naturally 
occurring  element  that’s  a reliable 
stabilizer  for  vinyl,  can  retard  the 

Continued  on  Page  15 
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Publisher’s  View 
Governance 

rniifiiin  ■■  -i'  ii  *By  Steven  J.  Moss jni.  i.,.- 


Many  of  us  viewed  last  month’s 
primary  as  the  beginning  of  the 
end  of  what  we  considered  to  be  a 
reign  of  terror.  Lies  that  led  to  an 
unnecessary  war;  the  reduction  of 
public  discourse  to  mono-syllabic 
grunts;  and  a stubborn  refusal  to 
engage  with  the  world  encouraged 
us  to  turn  our  backs  on  national 
politics  in  the  hopes  that  it  would 
just  go  away.  And  it  did.  Over  the 
past  seven  years  there’s  been  a steady 
deflation  of  the  federal  government’s 
domestic  role.  Washington  proved 
itself  unwilling  to  effectively  respond 
to  Hurricane  Katrina-size  domestic 
humanitarian  crises,  reform  federal 
health  care  programs,  or  come  to 
grips  with  the  emergence  of  a new  era 
of  global  environmental  problems. 

Federal  withdrawal  from  critical 
public  problems  didn’t  make  those 
problems  go  away.  Americans 
continue  to  get  sick  without  adequate 
health  insurance,  and  to  grapple 
with  $3.50  a gallon  gasoline  prices. 
Many  state  and  local  governments, 
including  California  and  San 
Francisco,  felt  obligated  to  step  in 
to  the  breach,  taking  on  national, 
and  even  international,  problems. 
California  adopted  huge  subsidy 
programs  for  energy  efficiency 
and  renewable  energy,  and  passed 
legislation  to  address  global  climate 
change.  The  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  developed  the  capacity  to 


recycle  more  than  half  of  its  waste; 
and  created  a publicly-financed 
health  care  insurance  program  for 
residents. 

But  while  municipal  efforts  to  do 
the  right  thing  are  laudable,  they  can 
shift  attention  away  from  investing 
in  and  managing  local  government’s 
core  functions.  While  San  Francisco 
tackled  global  climate  change  and 
health  care  policy,  infrastructure 
deteriorated,  schools  languished, 
land  use  decisions  were  haphazardly 
made,  and  crime  rates  remained 
unacceptably  high.  Cities,  even  rich 
ones  like  San  Francisco,  simply  don’t 
have  the  resources  to  address  what 
have  historically,  and  appropriately, 
been  treated  as  national  problems. 

Whichever  candidate  emerges 
from  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  to  make  the  final  dash 
to  the  presidency  should  forcefully 
lead  us  towards  a resolution  of  the 
Iraq  War,  the  creation  of  a viable 
health  care  system,  and  an  improved 
standing  in  the  world.  But  just 
as  importantly  they  should  return 
the  federal  government  back  in  its 
proper  role.  It’s  fine  for  a mayor  or 
supervisor  to  have  an  opinion  about 
matters  of  national  importance.  But 
they  shouldn’t  have  to  act  on  those 
views.  Better  that  they  spend  their 
time  focusing  on  issues  that  no  one 
else  will  pay  attention  to,  like  fixing 
potholes. 


Editorial  Error 

The  last  sentence  of  Tony  Kelly’s  January  Letter  to  the  Editor  was 
incorrectly  edited  by  the  View.  The  View  regrets  this  error.  It  should  have 
read: 

The  fact  that  someone  can  work  for  a developer  and  still  be  positively 
engaged  in  the  Potrero  Hill  community  seems  to  be  impossible  to  Ms.  Anding 
and  Ms.  Askenazy  [December  Letters  to  the  Editor);  that  prejudice  is  simply 
a failure  of  their  own  thinking  and  an  insult  to  anyone  on  the  Hill  who  works 
as  a contractor,  carpenter,  architect,  or  realtor,  among  many  others. 

Need  to  get  something  off  your  chest?  Write  us:  editor@potreroview.net. 
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848  Folsom  Street 


San  Francisco's  premier  Ashtanga  Yoga  studio 
featuring  the  Rocket  sequence 


415.543.1970 

www.ltsYoga.net 


FREE  class  for  new  members  with  coupon 

(offer  valid  one  per  person) 


ARTIST  & DESIBNER’S  SUPPLIES  AND  TOOLS 
FANCIFUL  QIFTS  & TOYS 
MON-FRI  9*6  . SAT  1 2-S  FREE  PARKING 


Centered  Body  Pilates 


601  Kansas  Street,  Potrero  Hill 
(415)  920-9133  www.centeredbody.com 
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Short  Cuts 


Sailed  Away 

The  S.S.  Independence,  which 
was  the  subject  of  a front  page  story 
in  the  View  last  month,  left  Pier  70 
for  what  might  be  its  final  voyage 
less  than  two  weeks  after  the  paper 
hit  the  streets.  The  historic  ocean 
liner,  which  had  been  re-christened 
the  Oceanic,  was  towed  out  of  the 
Bay  and  into  an  unknown  future.  Its 
destination  was  listed  as  Singapore, 
but  it’s  more  likely  that  the  57-year 
old  vessel  was  headed  for  the  scrap 
yards  of  India  or  Bangladesh.  The 
ship’s  disappearance  isn’t  exactly 
like  the  sinking  of  the  Titanic,  but 
she’ll  be  missed  by  those  of  us  who 
looked  forward  to  the  sight  of  her 
flower-bedecked  smoke  stacks  as 
we  crested  eastward  down  Potrero’s 
hills. 

Other  Comings  and  Goings 

Serving  sushi,  sake,  and  small 
plates,  Umi  opened  last  month 
for  dinner  across  the  street  from 
Farley’s  Cafe.  And  Visage  Studio 
opened  upstairs  from  the  View’s 
offices  in  Dogpatch.  Visage  provides 
oxygen  treatments,  facials,  and 
other  body-centric  pamperings. 
Sushi  and  high-end  salons  seem  to 
be  San  Francisco’s  indicators  that 
a neighborhood  has  moved  on  up... 
M&M  Market  at  DeHaro  and  23rd 
streets  now  has  an  onsite  baker:  Hill 
resident  Mercedes  Ferreira  of  For 
Goodness  Cakes  will  make  reportedly 
scrumptious  cakes  to  order. ..Sega 
of  America,  makers  of  "The  House 
of  the  Dead,”  "Sega  Bass  Fishing,” 
and  other  games  is  moving  from  its 


650  Townsend  Street  location  to  350 
Rhode  Island  Street.  Interestingly, 
the  Rhode  Island  Street  building 
is  listed  as  being  prime  for  “bio- 
medical research,  pharmaceutical, 
and  research  and  development.”  Will 
the  next  generation  of  Sega  games 
include  genetically-created  Mario’s 
and  Sonics?  Stay  tuned... 

The  People  Have  Spoken 

More  that  half  of  San  Francisco’s 
Democratic  Party  primary  voters 
chose  Barack  Obama  as  their 
preferred  presidential  candidate  last 
month,  which  is  a little  confusing. 
Doesn't  San  Francisco  always  vote 
for  the  inspirational,  but  ultimately 
loser,  candidate?  Is  it  possible  that  the 
rest  of  the  country  sees  presidential 
politics  the  same  way  we  do?  Perhaps 
the  Obama  vote  is  balanced  by  the 
majority  of  Republican  Party  San 
Franciscans’  selecting  John  McCain, 
who,  bless  his  erratic,  impatient, 
angry  soul  will  be  the  aforementioned 
loser  candidate,  no  matter  who  runs 
against  him... At  65  percent  Potrero 
Hill’s  turnout  was  impressively 
higher  than  the  City  as  a whole’s  60 
percent,  Bayview-Hunters  Point’s 
46  percent,  and  South-of-Market’s 
54  percent. 

De  Haro  Street  Speedway 

Kansas  and  De  Haro  Street 

residents  are  complaining  that  their 

« 

avenues  have  become  speedways, 
with  cars,  taxis,  and  trucks  whizzing 


by  at  excessive  miles  per  hour. 
The  racing  could  be  part  of  the 
Hill’s  transformation  from  a sleepy 
village  inhabited  by  artists,  working 
class  stiffs  who  walked  to  nearby 
industries,  and  semi-employed 
writers  to  a commuter  node.  Either 
way,  the  traffic  is  endangering 
parents  strolling  their  babies  and 
pedestrians  trying  to  make  their 
way  around  the  neighborhood.  In 
response  San  Francisco’s  Municipal 
Transportation  Agency  is  studying 
ways  to  "calm”  traffic  down  in  the 
community.  In  the  meantime,  slow 
down. 

New  Developments 

Community  leaders,  concerned 
about  the  possibility  of  a deluge  of 
soulless  office  and  biotech-infested 
buildings,  are  looking  to  increase 
citizen  participation  in  ongoing 
Planning  Department  efforts  to 
rezone  large  portions  of  Southeast 
San  Francisco.  Goat  Hill  Pizza  owner 
Philip  De  Andrade  thinks  that  the 
Eastern  Neighborhood  Final  Draft 
Area  Plans  is  "lifeblood  stuff.  We’ve 
been  through  the  dot.com  boom  and 
bust  cycle,  and  biotech  will  come  and 
go.  What  we  need  to  do  is  make  sure 
we  build  a community.”  According 
to  Potrero  Booster  Neighborhood 
Association  President  Tony  Kelly, 
“We’ve  got  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Crafts,  Culinary  Academy,  and 
University  of  California,  Mission 
Bay”  to  name  a few  of  Potrero’s 
educational  institutions.  "We  should 
be  thinking  of  ourselves  as  a campus 
community,  with  all  of  the  services 
and  amenities  that  go  with  it.”  The 
Hill  is  going  to  change;  let’s  make 
sure  it’s  for  the  better. 

Uncivil  City 

Grumblings  about  former  New 
York  mayor  Rudy  Giuliani-like 
crack-downs  on  what  might  be 
classified  as  lifestyle  crimes  by  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
- or  simply  trying  to  get  by  in  a 
complicated  world  - are  growing 
louder.  One  middle-class  gent  taking 
the  Third  Street  line  from  Downtown 
San  Francisco  was  ticketed  by  Muni 
for  forgetting  to  keep  his  receipt; 
he  now  faces  up  to  a $500  fine  for 
a $1.50  ride.  Rhode  Island  Street 
residents  haye  been  warned  about 
their  garbage  cans  being  visible,  and 


are  being  told  to  build  an  enclosure 
for  them  or  face  up  to  $300  in  fines. 
We’re  being  treated  as  if  we  live  in 
a gated  community,  except  without 
clean  and  well-paved  streets,  plenty 
of  crime,  and  little  greenery.  Most  San 
Franciscans  occasionally  think  about 
moving  elsewhere,  driven  out  by  high 
housing  costs  and  low-performing 
schools.  Constant  harassment  by  local 
government  doesn’t  help  maintain 
the  love. ...On  the  brighter  side,  one 
long-time  Potrero  Hill  resident,  who 
installed  two  water  saving  toilets  in 
her  four-unit  building,  said  that  the 
customer  service  she  received  from 
the  San  Francisco  Public  Utility 
Commission’s  water  department  was 
“Nordstrom  quality.” 

Robbed  at  Gunpoint 

Yet  another  Potrero  Hill  resident 
called  the  View  last  month  to  report 
that  he  was  robbed  at  gunpoint 
in  his  garage  next  to  Connecticut 
Yankee  Bar  & Restaurant,  in  this 
case  by  three  African-American 
males  dressed  in  “gangster”  attire. 
The  mini-gang  also  mugged  a woman 
neighbor  who  was  parking  her  car. 
They  did  not,  as  far  as  we  know,  leave 
their  unsightly  garbage  cans  in  front 
of  their  home,  or  avoid  pa3hng  their 
buck  fifty  to  ride  Muni  (see  above), 
but  armed  robbery  has  been  known 
to  be  a gateway  to  these  types  of 
nefarious  activities. 

Shit  Happens 

Speaking  of  lifestyle  crimes,  more 
than  one  Southeast  San  Francisco 
resident  is  complaining  about  public 
defecation,  though  it’s  mostly  been 
spotted  in  flatter  neighborhoods,  such 
as  in  the  Tenderloin.  A former  City 
librarian  and  community  member 
even  reported  that  the  daily  feat  of 
biology  occurred  not  infrequently  in 
the  Main  Library’s  stacks,  and  not 
always  in  the  science  section.  The 
need  to  publicly  execute  number  two 
is  both  disgusting  and  sad.  Perhaps 
those  who  can’t  hold  it  need  more 
than  complex  street  toilets  to  relieve 
themselves.  One  solution  would  be  to 
require  businesses  of  a certain  size  to 
designate  public  toilets,  with  perhaps 
the  City  paying  for  the  associated 
clean-up  and  maintenance. 

Got  news?  We  ‘re  all  ears,  or 
eyes,  as  the  case  may  be:  editor@ 
potreroview.net. 
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Potrero  Chiropractors 


Neck,  Back.  & Headache  Pain  Relief  Center 

Frank  Gilson.  D.C.  John  Ellis.  L.Ac. 

Doctor  of  Chiropractic  Licensed  Acupuncturist 


Need  pain  relief  for  an 
accident  or  injury? 

Let  us  relieve  your  neck,  back,  and 
headache  pain  naturally!! 

415  431  7600  • 290  Division  Street  • Suite  400 
Son  Francisco  - wiww.PotreroChiros.cpfri 

Check  us  out  on  CitySearch.com,  Tribe.net.  Yelp.com 


The  V/ew  Needs  You 

We  need  writers,  editors,  and  gossip-mongers.  We'll  also  take 
artists,  cartoon  writers,  and  photographers. 

We’ll  even  consider  poets. 

Little,  if  any,  pay.  no  benefits,  but  plenty  of  love. 
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Senior  Lunch  Program  a Long-Standing  Community  Hit 


By  Kerry  Fleisher 

Project  Open  Hand  staff 
member  Dolores  Maghari  quickly 
moves  through  the  Potrero  Hill 
Neighborhood  House  - known  locally 
as  the  “Nabe”  - distributing  green 
salads.  Today’s  senior  lunch  menu  is 
savory  roast  turkey  with  sage  gravy 
and  Maghari,  along  with  a handful 
of  volunteers  in  sharp  little  chef  hats, 
must  start  scooping  and  plopping 
the  candied  yam  beside  the  peas  and 
pearl  onions  on  dozens  of  plates. 
After  six  years  working  for  Project 
Open  Hand,  a government-funded 
food  program  for  seniors,  Maghari 
knows  that  the  candied  yam  will  be 
a surefire  crowd  pleaser  with  some 
regulars. 

Candied  or  not.  the  diners  are 
a dedicated  lot.  “I  come  every  day, 
no  matter  what  the  food  is,”  said 
Jess  Mavon,  a regular  attendee 
at  the  Senior  Lunch  Program,  or 
"Senior  Nutrition  Project,”  one  of  the 
Nabe’s  longest-running  community 
programs.  Like  many  of  his  senior 
peers,  Mavon  takes  the  53  bus  to 
a quiet  back  room  to  feast  on  his 
virtually  free  meal,  almost  every 
week  day,  from  11:45  a.m.  to  12:30 
p.m.. 

A sign  posted  at  the  front  of 
the  room  requests  a modest  dollar 
donation  and  a signature  in  exchange 
for  a sumptuous  plate  of  food.  Julie 
Wasem,  Project  Open  Hand’s  Dii-ector 
of  Senior  Services,  says  that  the 
government  requires  signatures  for 
reimbursement  purposes.  Project 
Open  Hand  was  launched  more 
than  two  decades  ago  as  a pro  bono 
service  that  provided  people  living 
with  HIV/AIDS  with  free  meals,  and 


eventually  expanded  to  serve  seniors 
and  homebound  citizens. 

‘‘The  program  is  basically  run  by 
them  [the  seniors],  we  just  facilitate 
their  needs,”  said  Edward  Hatter, 
the  Nabe’s  Director.  “Project  Open 
Hand  is  very  flexible  across  the 
board,  the  staff  is  well-trained  and 
the  volunteers  are  real  troopers.” 

Project  Open  Hand  took  over 
the  Senior  Lunch  Program  in  1998, 
which  had  previously  been  sponsored 
by  the  Salvation  Army.  Many  seniors 
recall  the  Salvation  Army  era,  which 
was,  according  to  one  senior,  “Just 
as  good.  The  food  has  always  been 
good  here.” 

As  in  any  dining  hall  or  restaurant, 
conversation  frequently  comes  along 
with  the  food.  One  gentleman 
is  pronouncing  on  Olivia  Hussey, 
the  actress  who  played  Juliet  in 
Zeffirelli’s  1968  version  otRomeo  and 
Juliet,  and  who  had  appeared  at  the 
Castro  Theater  on  Valentine’s  Day. 
“Did  you  know  she  was  married  to 
Dean  Martin?”  someone  quipped. 
"No  way!”  said  another.  This  table, 
according  to  an  anonymous  source,  is 
known  for  its  “lively  conversation.” 
The  lunch  companions  often  argue, 
but  they  unanimously  agree  about 
one  thing:  “The  food  is  delicious.” 

Whether  feasting  on  baked  herb 
salmon,  thyme  roasted  chicken  or 
pork  chop  with  rosemary  gravy,  the 
quality  of  the  food  is  as  consistent 
as  the  seniors’  desire  to  watch  game 
shows  on  television  while  they 
eat.  “They  always  request  a game 
show,”  said  Maghari,  with  a quick, 
ephemeral  smile.  And  the  seniors 
often  request  Maghari.  As  she 
quickly  cuts  chocolate  cake  into 


prodigious  chunks,  she’s  blissfully 
unaware  that  the  seniors  have  a 
similar  surprise  in  store.  They  have 
prepared  a going-away  party  for  her, 
to  celebrate  her  recent  citizenship 
and  to  wish  her  farewell  on  her  one 
month  vacation. 

Other  tables  near  the  television 
are  more  subdued,  with  women 
sporting  mesh  hats  curled  over  the 
green  vinyl  tablecloths,  patiently 
working  through  their  meal.  There  are 
several  empty  chairs  scattered  about 
the  tables.  “We  need  more  people,” 
said  one  senior.  Hatter  agreed.  “Our 
population  has  dwindled  with  the 
younger  generations  moving  to  the 
Hill,”  he  said. 

Hatter  noted  that  early  morning 
activities  have  been  a great  way  to  get 
seniors  into  the  building  and  increase 
lunch  participation,  particularly 


since  senior  citizens  are  early  risers. 
He’s  tried  to  arrange  a Tai  Chi  class 
for  seniors  in  the  mornings,  and  a 
senior  development  program  runs 
simultaneously  in  the  auditorium 
during  lunch  hours.  The  word  on  the 
street  is  that  early-morning  bingo 
draws  the  big  crowds. 

For  many,  the  lunch  provided 
by  Project  Open  Hand  is  incentive 
enough  to  come  to  the  Nabe.  Project 
Open  Hand  serves  two  vegetables, 
milk,  and  fruit  at  every  meal.  After 
the  menu  is  approved  by  a dietician, 
a pamphlet  with  nutritional  facts  is 
developed  and  distributed.  While 
many  of  the  diners  appreciate  the 
program’s  health  benefits,  others  are 
attracted  for  less  scientifically-based 
reasons.  “I  come  because  the  food  is 
made  with  love,”  said  one  senior  as 
he  strolled  out  the  door. 
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The  Curbside  Ethicist 


Q:  Last  month  during  the  rain 
storms  I was  driving  down  the  street 
and  at  an  intersection  I saw  a dog 
sitting  outside  alone  and  wet  in  the 
tiny  front  yard  of  a house.  The  animal 
obviously  belonged  to  someone,  but 
I don’t  believe  that  this  poor  dog 
should  have  been  allowed  to  sit  out 
in  the  rain  alone.  The  dog  could  get 
sick,  and  looked  very  unhappy;  s/he 
deserves  better  treatment.  But  if  I 
called  and  had  the  dog  sent  to  animal 
control  would  s/he  be  in  a better 
place?  What  should  I have  done:  call 
the  City  and  have  them  pick-up  the 
dog,  or  hope  the  poor  dog's  owner 
takes  better  care  of  him/her  in  the 
future? 

A:  You’re  right  to  be  concerned 
about  the  dog’s  welfare;  dogs  depend 
on  us  to  care  for  them.  You  can 
report  the  dog  owner,  or  the  address 
where  you  spotted  him/her,  to  San 
Francisco  Animal  Care  and  Control. 
They’ll  send  an  officer  to  investigate. 
Animal  abuse  or  neglect  can  result 
in  a warning  citation,  fine  or  having 
the  animal  seized.  In  any  case,  there’s 
little  downside  to  having  the  owner 
notified  that  people  are  concerned 
about  the  animal. 

Q;  You  may  have  read  about 
Oscar  Pistorius,  a 21*year-oId  track 
and  field  athlete  from  South  Africa. 
He’s  internationally  competitive  in 
the  lOCT,  200*  and  400'meter  races, 
and  placed  second  in  the  400  meters 
in  an  international  competition 
(Golden  Gala)  in  Rome  in  2007. 
Yet  he  was  recently  barred  from 
participating  in  the  2008  Olympics 
in  Beijing.  He’s  not  been  accused  of 
using  steroids  or  other  performance 
enhancing  drugs.  Quite  the  opposite: 
Pistorius  is  a double  amputee.  Due 
to  a birth  defect  he  had  both  his  legs 
from  just  below  the  knee  removed 
when  he  was  a child.  He  wears  a 
carbon  fiber  blade  on  each  leg  which 
simulates  the  human  lower  leg  and 
allows  him  to  run  very  fast.  The 
international  athletic  body  governing 
the  Olympics  ruled  him  ineligible, 


arguing  that  the  prosthetic  gave  him 
too  great  an  advantage  over  other 
racers.  This  seems  wrong.  Pistorius 
is  competitive  but  not  dominant  in 
a way  that  suggests  he  has  a clear 
advantage  over  persons  who  have  the 
use  of  their  full  legs.  It  strikes  me  as  a 
great  disservice  to  the  Olympic  spirit 
to  bar  him  from  participating,  should 
he  in  fact  qualify  for  his  country’s 
team.  What  do  you  think? 

A:  While  Pistorius  may  present 
a unique  case  now,  he’s  probably 
the  leading  edge  of  the  future.  As 
artificial  limb  technology  improves, 
amputees  and  others  missing 
limbs  will  have  access  to  a full 
range  of  mobility.  Events  like  the 
Paralympics  were  created  to  enable 
athletes  with  disabilities  to  compete 
on  an  even  playing  field  with  one 
another.  Pistorius,  however,  prefers 
to  compete  with  able-bodied  athletes. 
He’s  trained  and  participated  in 
races  just  like  other  world  class 
athletes.  His  right  to  compete  wasn’t 
challenged  until  it  became  apparent 
that  he  had  a good  chance  of  making 
South  Africa’s  Olympic  team.  We 
have  to  question  why  this  is  the  case. 
Critics  say  that  Pistorius’  artificial 
limbs  give  him  an  unfair  advantage 
when  compared  to  human  limbs.  This 
is  an  apples*tot>ranges  comparison. 
Even  though  tests  demonstrate  that 
Pistorius’  blades  have  the  capacity 
to  give  him  an  advantage,  without 
his  accompanying  talent  they  are 
just  blades.  Pistorius’  amazing 
ability  comes  by  way  of  his  brain, 
his  hours  of  training  and  his  awe' 
inspiring  strength  of  will  to  overcome 
his  disability.  Pistorius  should  be 
allowed  to  compete  in  the  Olympics. 
And  we  should  rethink  our  stereotypes 
of  what’s  “natural”  about  athletes. 

The  Curbside  Ethicist  specializes 
in  solving  ethical  dilemmas.  Readers 
are  encouraged  to  seek  guidance  from 
their  own  religious  or  philosophical 
counselors  to  solve  knotty  problems, 
and  are  invited  to  send  the  View 
their  questions,  comments,  and 
disagreements  about  this  column: 
editor@potreroview.net. 
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Lights,  Camera,  Learn 


By  Tom  Donald 

Stephen  Kopels  and  Jeremiah 
Birnbaum,  co-founders  of  the 
San  Francisco  School  of  Digital 
Filmmaking  (SFSDF),  may  seem 
unlikely  partners.  There’s  a 20-year 
age  difference  between  the  two, 
and  they  have  completely  different 
tastes  in  films.  But  on  the  subject  of 
SFSDF,  and  on  teaching  filmmaking 
in  general,  Kopels  and  Birnbaum  are 
in  complete  agreement. 

Kopels  and  Birnbaum  launched 
SFSDF  three  years  ago  in  an 
industrial  space  located  in  San 
Francisco’s  Dogpatch  neighborhood. 
Their  dream  was  to  establish  a school 
in  which  students  would  not  simply 
learn  about  films,  but  make  films. 
Real  films,  not  “let’s  shoot  20  minutes 
of  the  fire  hydrant  and  watch  how  the 
light  changes”  films.  Since  the  first 
class  in  2005,  SFSDF  students  have 
completed  narratives,  documentaries 
and  even  commercials.  The  school’s 
best-known  film  may  be  Presque  Isle, 
directed  by  local  legend  Rob  Nilsson, 
which  premiered  last  fall  at  the  Mill 
Valley  Film  Festival.  The  film,  which 
is  set  in  Nilsson’s  childhood  home  of 
Rhinelander,  Wisconsin,  “touches  on 
themes  of  memory,  human  suffering, 
and  family  reconciliation.”  Two  new 
films  created  by  SFSDF  students, 
Moonlight  Sonata  and  Around  June, 
are  to  be  released  soon. 

SFSDF  students  work  on  films 
done  by  professionals  and  make  their 
own  movies,  almost  from  the  moment 
they  begin  class.  It’s  “learning  by 
doing,”  and  as  Kopels  hastens  to  add, 
by  "re-doing,”  that  characterizes 
the  school’s  one-year,  project-based 
curriculum.  Class  sizes  have  been 


kept  deliberately  small  so  that 
a closer  bond  can  form  between 
teacher  and  student.  For  Birnbaum, 
constant  constructive  criticism  is 
a key  component  of  the  learning 
process.  “It’s  the  only  way  to  learn; 
to  find  out  why  certain  choices  work, 
and  others  don’t." 

SFSDF’s  faculty  is  comprised 
of  award-winning  professionals 
in  every  aspect  of  the  industry, 
including  directors,  producers, 
camera  people,  editors  and  writers. 
According  to  Kopels,  “Nearly  all  of 
our  instructors  are  working  full-time 
in  the  industry,  so  they’ve  faced  all 
of  the  dilemmas  our  students  are 
confronted  with.” 

SFSDF’s  Third  Street  facility 
houses  a large,  professionally- 
equipped  sound  stage.  Students  have 
access  to  high-definition  cameras 
and  edit  on  state  of  the  art  Final 
Cut  Pro  systems.  “We’re  trying  to 
make  the  environment  here  as  close 
as  possible  to  what  our  students  will 
encounter  when  they  graduate  and 
get  jobs  in  the  business,”  said  Kopels. 
The  school  works  to  place  students  in 
the  film  industry  after  they  graduate, 
and  nothing  pleases  the  co-founders 
more  than  to  hear  from  alumni 
who’ve  gone  on  to  work  on  big 
projects  after  leaving  SFSDF.  “We 
want  a school  that’s  an  incubator  of 
new  talent,  fresh  ideas  and  exciting 
projects.  SFSDF  is  our  vision,  but 
in  truth,  the  school  belongs  to  the 
students,”  said  Birnbaum. 

For  more  information  about 
SFSDF  check-out  www.sfdigifilm. 
com.  Tom  Donald  is  a film  director 
who  lives  with  his  wife  Mitzi  Ngim 
on  Potrero  Hill's  outer  reaches. 


Jeremiah  Birnbaum. 


Stephen  Kopels. 
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Presidio  Heights 
Synagogue  Parts  the 
South-of-Market  Sea 


By  Jim  Van  Buskirk 

" Shabbat  Shalom  - Good 
Sabbath!”  The  warm  greeting  was 
especially  appreciated  on  a cold,  wet 
evening  on  the  last  Friday  in  January. 
The  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood 
House’s  (Nabe)  fluorescent-lit 
basketball  court  may  not  be  as  grand 
as  Temple  Emanu-El’s  massive  Lake 
Street  synagogue,  but  the  20  or  so 
families  that  trickled  into  the  space 
didn’t  seem  to  mind.  Despite  the 
rainy  weather  they  came  to  celebrate 
the  Jewish  Sabbath  as  part  of  the 
synagogue’s  effort  to  serve  families 
with  young  children  in  the  South- 
of-Market  area.  SOMAnu-El,  as 
it’s  cleverly  called,  is  one  of  several 
Emanu-El  programs  funded  by  a 
grant  from  the  Richard  and  Rhoda 
Goldman  Fund. 

Molly  Schneider,  Emanu-El’s 
Director  of  Young  Adult  Services, 
welcomed  families  as  she  passed 
out  copies  of  the  siddur,  the  prayer 
book  used  during  the  music-filled  45- 
minute  service.  The  unprepossessing 
space,  filled  with  folding  chairs 
and  lacking  even  a semblance  of 
traditional  religious  trappings,  was 
the  result  of  a scheduling  mishap. 
Services,  which  attract  upwards  of  60 
families,  are  usually  held  upstairs  in 
the  Nabe’s  larger  room  with  a view. 
Referring  to  the  basketball  court 
venue,  the  Rabbi  quipped  that  if  it 
takes  10  people  to  make  a minyan, 
or  quorum,  two  basketball  teams  are 
five  plus  five. 

On  this  night,  umbrellas,  parkas 
and  other  rain  geai:  were  quickly 
discarded  as  children  situated 
themselves  on  laps,  chairs  or  the 
floor.  "Shabbat  Shalom,"  welcomed 
Rabbi  Sydney  Mintz,  casually  dressed 
with  a winter  scarf  draped  around 
her  neck  in  lieu  of  the  traditional 
tallit  prayer  shawl.  With  her  relaxed 
demeanor  and  expressive  face,  she 
obviously  enjoys  her  role  leading 
the  casual  services,  charming  the 
audience  with  her  humor. 

She  was  joined  by  musician 
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Marsha  Attie,  whose  richly  melodious 
voice  was  a delight  both  a cap  ell 
a and  when  accompanying  herself 
on  guitar.  Looking  and  sounding  a 
little  like  Joan  Baez,  Attie  translated 
Yiddish  and  Hebrew  lyrics  into 
English  and  acted  out  songs  with 
imaginative  hand  gestures.  Adults 
and  kids  happily  joined  in:  clapping, 
singing,  and  swaying.  Parents  lifted 
babies  in  time  to  the  music.  Children 
- occasionally  crying  or  banging 
or  running  around  - only  added 
to  the  joyous  energy  that  quickly 
filled  the  room.  Young  ones  were 
surreptitiously  slipped  snacks  or 
bottles. 

Rabbi  Mintz  demonstrated  her 
storytelling  skills  with  a cautionary 
tale  about  a poor  family  in  Bialystok, 
Poland  who  bought  a mirror  that 
wrecked  havoc  on  their  lives.  The  tale, 
of  course,  had  a happy  ending.  The 
children  were  invited  to  help  light  the 
Shabbat  candles,  offered  percussion 
instruments  to  accompany  the  songs, 
and  were  engaged  throughout  the 
proceedings.  The  service  ended  with 
motzi  (the  blessing  over  challah, 
the  traditional  braided  bread),  and 
kiddish  (the  blessing  recited  over 
wine;  in  this  case  grape  juice).  It 
seemed  over  too  quickly,  obviously 
catering  to  the  short  attention 
spans  of  the  kids,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  adults.  At  the  oneg  reception 
afterward,  kids  and  adults  enjoyed 
more  challah,  juice,  and  chocolate 
chip  cookies  before  venturing  back 
into  the  rain.  Even  the  heavens  were 
impressed;  it  might  have  only  been 
my  imagination  but  the  downpour 
seemed  to  have  lessened  a little  by 
the  time  we  left. 

SOMAnu-El  may  eventually  be 
held  in  another  space,  as  well  as 
possibly  include  a Shabbat  dinner  in 
conjunction  with  the  service;  refer  to 
their  website  www.emanuelsf.org  for 
updated  information.  For  now  the  6 
p.m.  service  takes  place  every  fourth 
Friday  evening  at  the  Nabe,  953  De 
Haro  Street  at  Southern  Heights 
Street. 
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Firefighters  Ward-Off  Fires,  Industrial  Accidents, 


and  Leaky  Faucets 


By  Kerry  Fleisher 

A rash  of  fires  and  workplace 
accidents  in  Southeast  San  Francisco 
over  the  past  two  months  has 
heightened  residents’  concerns  about 
the  potential  dangers  associated 
with  living  in  highly-combustible 
wooden  structures  in  the  midst  of 
the  City’s  most  industrialized  areas. 
Fire  destroyed  a Minnesota  Street 
home,  an  explosion  at  the  site  of  the 
former  Hunters  Point  Power  Plant 
caused  the  death  of  a Pacific  Gas 
and  Electric  Company  employee, 
and  an  industrial  crane  fell  into  the 
Bay  at  a shipyard  located  at  Illinois 
and  20th  Street.  Yet  while  Potrero 
Hill’s  firefighters  were  called  to  these 
scenes,  when  asked  about  their  recent 
recollections  they  focused  on  the 
plethora  of  leaky  faucets  caused  by 
this  year’s  rainy  weather. 

“We  were  out  all  day  fixing  pipes 
and  leaks  at  the  end  of  January,"  said 
firefighter  Cantrez  Triplett,  shaking 
her  head.  “That  was  one  of  the  most 
exhausting  weeks  this  year.” 

San  Franciscans  may  be  surprised 
to  learn  that  firefighters  are  on  call 
24-hours  a day  for  more  than  just 
house  fires.  Since  teaming-up  with 
the  Department  of  Health  roughly  a 
decade  ago.  San  Francisco  firefighters 


are  required  to  become  trained 
paramedics  whose  responsibilities  run 
the  gamut  from  health  emergencies, 
single  alarm  fires,  and  water  leaks. 
‘Tve  even  potty  trained  boys  on  the 
Hill,”  said  one  smiling  firefighter. 
“Maybe  my  proudest  moment.” 

The  firefighters  average  five  calls 
a day,  and  prefer  more  activity  to  a 
quiet  day  in  the  station.  “We  like  to 
be  busy”  said  firefighter  Jack  Forbes. 
The  firefighters  stationed  at  22th  and 
Wisconsin  streets  are  responsible  for 
the  area  bound  by  Potrero  Avenue, 
17th  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets  and 
the  Bay.  In  the  event  of  a fire, 
their  comrades  stationed  at  16th 
and  Vermont  streets  and  Third  and 
Cargo  Way  (who  they  refer  to  as 
“the  flatlanders”)  are  dispatched  to 
the  scene. 

Even  when  the  sirens  aren’t 
wailing,  the  firefighters  watch-out 
for  their  neighbors.  “The  nearby 
neighbors  really  appreciate  us,” 
said  Triplett.  “We  are  their  eyes  and 
ears.  When  someone  sketchy  seems 
to  be  lingering  nearby,  we  inform 
them  immediately  and  they  always 
appreciate  that.” 

On  quieter  days,  firefighters 
on  the  Hill  make  their  rounds  of 
inspections,  and  often  have  to 


rely  on  their  previous  job  training 
to  problem-solve  neighborhood 
debacles.  Gillian  Lucier,  a firefighter 
stationed  on  the  Hill,  recalls  having 
to  chainsaw  a wedge  between  two 
buildings  to  release  a trapped  cat. 
"Lots  of  firefighters  bring  tools 
from  old  trades  to  this  industry,” 
she  said.  Firefighters  on  the  Hill 
were  in  unanimous  agreement  that 
chainsaws  — contrary  to  popular 
belief —are  the  most  versatile,  useful 
gadget  for  firefighters. 


Nights  on  the  Hill  may  be 
revered  for  their  peace  and  quiet  by 
residents,  but  not  so  for  firefighters. 
Potrero  firefighters  say  that  the 
Hill  is  more  night-prone  than  other 
neighborhoods.  “The  night  calls  seem 
to  ebb  and  flow  depending  on  the  time 
of  year,”  said  firefighter  Kevin  Garry. 
Cold  weather  also  brings  its  own  set 
of  trials  and  tribulations.  During  the 
post-Christmas  season,  mischievous 
teenagers  take  to  burning  dead  trees 
parked  on  the  street  for  fun.  "Dry 
trees  are  like  matches,”  said  Garry. 


A series  of  fires  and  industrial  accidents,  marked  above,  struck  the  Potrero 
Hill  and  Bayview  neighborhoods  in  early  2008. 
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Luxurious  Condo  on 
Potrero  Hill  wA^iews! 

■ Upper  unit  in  a 2 unit  building 

■ Sweeping  Bay  Views  on  2 Levels 

• 4 bedrooms,  3 1 /2  baths 

• 3 decks,  2 with  water  views 

■ Elevator  from  garage  to  unit 

■ Garage  with  parking  for  one  car 

Walking  distance  to  all  the  shops  and 
restaurants,  this  spacious  condo  feels 
like  a single  family  residence-it  offers 
luxury  living  at  it's  best! 

612  Missouri  Street  #B 

Price:  $1,125,000 


Susan  is  both  your  Potrero  Hill 
neighbor  and  Realtor®.  With 
her  keen  business  sense  and 
warm  approach  to  client  service, 
she  is  at  once  upscale  and  down 
to  Earth.  Kind  of  like  Potrero  Hill. 


And  with  nearly  30  years  of  San 
Francisco  real  estate  expertise 
in  the  city's  most  exclusive 
neighborhoods,  and  of  course 
her  own  home  base  of  Potrero 
Hill,  it's  no  wonder  she's  the  first 
person  so  many  San  Franciscans 
turn  to  for  guidance  when  they 
decide  to  buy  or  sell  property. 


She's  been  at  the  top  of  this 
game  for  years;  when  only  the 
best  of  both  worlds  will  do, 
call  Susan  Oik. 


Stylish  Modern  Home  On 
Potrero's  Tallest  Hill  w/Views ! 

• 3 levels  of  living  space 

• Spectacular  views  of  Twin  Peaks 

■ Elegant  master  br  w/vlews  to  the  East  Bay 

• 3 bedroom,  3 bath 

• Private  landscaped  back  yard 

• Front  courtyard  with  built-in  BBQ 

• Artist's  studio  in  back 

Remodeled  in  2001 , it's  ideal  for  couples  who 
love  to  entertain  or  for  those  raising  a family  - 
perched  at  the  peak  of  Potrero's  tallest  hill! 

969  De  Haro  Street 
Price:  $1,250,000 
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Food  Pantry  Launched 
At  International  Studies 


Academy 

By  Kerry  Fleisher 

Last  month  International  Studies 
Academy  (ISA),  located  on  De  Haro 
Street,  launched  San  Francisco’s 
first  peer-to-peer  food  pantry.  The 
program,  which  is  co-sponsored  by 
The  Food  Pantry  and  the  Potrero  Hill 
Neighborhood  House  (Nabe),  puts 
students  in  charge  of  distributing 
nutritious  groceries  to  roughly  80  of 
their  peers. 

Sara  Miles,  The  Food  Pantry’s 
director  and  founder,  said  that 
the  goal  of  the  ISA  program  is  to 
provide  food  to  needy  students 
once  or  twice  a month.  As  with  the 
popular  food  pantry  at  St.  Gregory’s 
of  Nyssa  Episcopal  Church  across 
the  street,  which  is  also  run  by  The 
Food  Pantry,  the  San  Francisco  Food 
Bank  provides  groceries  at  pennies 
a pound. 

Edward  Hatter,  the  Nabe’s 
Director  and  co-founder  of  the  unique 
program,  said  he  hopes  that  the 


pantry  will  increase  access  to  food, 
encourage  students  to  take  control  of 
their  diets,  and  educate  participants 
on  how  to  shop  for  a well-rounded 
meal.  “I  noticed  students  would 
come  to  the  Nabe  after  school  without 
eating  lunch  or  breakfast.  They  were 
starving.  That’s  where  the  idea  for 
this  program  came  from,”  he  said.  In 
the  future,  The  Food  Pantry  and  the 
Nabe  plan  to  bring  in  students  and 
faculty  from  the  nearby  California 
Culinary  Academy  to  teach  youth- 
friendly  cooking  classes. 

The  program  hopes  to  enlist 
10  student  volunteers  to  organize 
groceries  during  the  school’s  last 
period,  and  distribute  them  to  their 
peers  at  the  end  of  the  day.  The 
pantry’s  first  day  drummed  up 
such  enthusiasm  that  a traffic  jam 
converged  outside  the  campus,  as 
students  called  their  parents  to 
pick  up  their  food.  The  second  food 
exchange  proved  a similar  success, 
with  all  but  five  of  the  1300  pounds 
provided  by  the  Food  Bank  distributd 
to  approximately  52  students. 


The  View's  on  the 

web 

Check  us  out  at 
www.potreroview.net 


And  we're  not  talking  billy  goats!  Local  lore 
holds  that  Potrero  Hill  was  once  home  to 
roaming  goats.  Today  it's  home  to  individuals 
who  wish  to  live  in  one  of  the  City’s  finest 
neighborhoods— and  you  can  still 
find  Douglas  Ruark  roaming  about, 
showing  them  the  way  home. 

Whether  you're  buying  or  seliing 
property,  today  or  tomorrow, 
please  call  or  stop  by  our 
Potrero  office  to  learn  how  his 
market  savvy  and  dedication 
will  put  you  on  top. 


Douglas  Ruark 

REALTOR* 

415.710.8625 

Potrero  Hill  Office 
1542  20th  Street 

DouglasRuork@zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 


Funds  Released  to 
Improve  Pedestrian  and 
Child  Passenger  Safety 


By  Steven  J.  Moss 

Prompted  in  part  by  a six  percent 
increase  in  pedestrian-related  injuries 
from  2006  to  2007,  the  San  Francisco 
Department  of  Public  Health  (DPH) 
recently  distributed  almost  $400,000 
in  state-funded  grants  to  community- 
based  nonprofits  to  help  reduce 
child  automobile  passenger  injuries. 
Local  grantees  include  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital’s  (SF  General) 
Family  Health  and  Women’s  Health 
centers,  located  at  1001  Potrero 
Avenue;  Teenage  Pregnancy  and 
Parenting  Program,  which  has  offices 
at  2730  Bryant  Street;  and  Potrero  Hill 
Family  Resource  Center’s  Economic 
Opportunity  Council,  located  at  1426 
Fillmore  Street.  The  Women’s  Health 
Center  received  its  third  consecutive 
grant  for  the  quality  work  they’ve 
conducted  educating  caregivers  on 
child  passenger  safety. 

The  grant  program  is  part  of  a 
citywide  campaign  to  reduce  child 
passenger  injuries  and  fatalities 
among  low-income  and  minority 
communities.  The  need  for  the 
campaign  was  originally  based  on 
data  from  the  trauma  registry  at  SF 
General,  the  City’s  only  Level  One 
Trauma  Center,  which  indicated 
that  all  of  the  children  who  suffered 
severe  injuries  from  car  crashes  in 


2004  were  from  Hispanic,  African- 
American,  and  Asian  communities. 

According  to  a 2006 
National  Highway  Traffic  Safety 
Administration  study,  up  to  83 
percent  of  children  less  than  12  years- 
old  are  not  properly  restrained  while 
riding  in  a vehicle.  An  observational 
study  conducted  last  Fall  by  four 
San  Francisco-based  community 
organizations  found  that  more  than 
seven  percent  of  children  under  the 
age  of  six  years-old,  and  20  percent  of 
seven  and  eight  year-olds,  rode  in  the 
vehicles’  front  seat;  with  six  percent 
of  children  in  this  age  group  riding 
without  seatbelts. 

“We  have  learned  that  standard 
safety  messages  don’t  get  through  to 
stressed  communities:  low-income 
communities,  communities  of  color, 
those  whose  first  language  is  not 
English,  and  recent  immigrants 
and  refugees.  These  require  specific 
targeted  outreach  to  help  educate 
and  assist  caregivers  to  properly 
secure  children  in  motor  vehicles,” 
said  Michael  Radetsky,  DPH’s 
Injury  Prevention  Coordinator. 
“This  campaign  endeavors  to  ensure 
.that  every  San  Franciscan  caregiver 
knows  how  to  keep  children  safe  in 
cars.” 


a • ■ 

jCARPlNELLI  DESIGN 


Janet  Carpinelli  Communicaaons  Design  • Print  -Wd>  • Display 

934  Minnesota  Street  San  Francisco  California  94 1 07 
www.jcarpinelli.com  415  282  5516  jc@jcarpinelli.com 

NON-FAT. 

WI-FI. 

FINALLY! 

Available  beginning  Monday,  March  17th. 


FARLEY’S 

community  in  a cup 


1315  18TH  STREET  (415)648-1545  WWW.FARLEYSC0FFEE.COM 
MON-FRI  6:30  AM-10  PM  SAT  7:30  AM-10  PM  SUN  8 AM-10  PM 
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New 

By  Stacey  Bartlett 

Jordan  turns  four  on  March  22; 
Mom  Tricia  & Dad  Doug  wish  her  a 
happy  birthday  and  much  love. 

Ethan  Geis,  son  of  Matt  Geis  and 
Sandy  Groom,  celebrated  his  third 
birthday  on  February  3. 

Welcome  to  Sienna  Grace  Ault, 
who  held  her  world  premiere  on 
January  21  at  7 pounds,  eight  ounces. 
She  joins  big  brother  Julian,  16 
months,  and  her  proud  sleep-deprived 
parents,  Roberta  and  Harry  Ault. 

John.  Victoria  and  big  sister 
Claire  welcomed  Sean  Wallace 
Offenhartz  to  Potrero  Hill  on  January 
18. 


Kids 


Acupuncture  can  help  with: 

• Stress  • Fatigue  • Colds  & Flu 

• Depression  • PMS  • Pain 


ACTCM  offers: 

• Acupuncture  & Chinese  Herbs 

• Shiatsu  & Tui  Na  Massage 

• Low  Income  & Student  Discounts 


American  College  of  Traditional  Chinese  Medicine 


450  Connecticut  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)  282-9603  www.actcm.edu 


Join  us  this  month  3t  St.  john's! 


Holy 

Week  & Egstei- 

March  16 

Palm  Sunday 

Choral  Eucharist  1 1 A.M. 

Childcare  from  9:45  A.M. 
Godly  Play  (ages  3+)  10  A.M. 

March  19 

Peace  Vigil  on  6 P.M. 

Great  Steps 
Of  Grace  Cathedral 
A Remembrance  of  All  the 
Dead  on  the  5th  anniversary 
of  the  War  in  Iraq 

March  20 

.Maundy  Thursday  7 P.M. 

March  21 

Good  Friday  Noon  & 7 P.M. 

March  22 

Holy  Saturday 

Morning  Prayer  9 A.M. 

March  22 

Great  Vigil  of  Easier  9 P.M. 

March  23 

Easter  Sunday 

Choral  Eucharist  1 1 A.M. 

Childcare  from  9:45  A.M. 

Weekly  Worship 

Sun^^ys  Choral  Eucharist  @ 11  A.M. 
Childcare  from  9;45  A.M.) 

ThuR43ys  Taize  @ 7 P.M. 

Christian  Meditation  and  Chant 

Join  us  in  the  candlelit  nave  ofhistoric  St.  John's  for 
an  hour  of  beautiful  chant  and  contemplative  silence 
combines  new  music  with  ancient  ritual  to  create  a 
lime  of  quiet  and  calm  in  our  much  too  busy  lives. 
As  of  April,  join  us  for  lai/4  on  the  tlrst  Thursday  of 
each  month. 


The  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist 

Celebrating  ISO  Yean  in  the  .Mission,  I057-2007 

Julian  Avvmic  (between  Vulvncia  & Mission)  at  1 5th  Street 
San  l-mncisco  (I6lh  & Mission  HAR  I,  Parking  HoffSt.  Garagcl 
(4 1 5)  S6 1 • 1 436  WWW .saintjohnsf.org 

St.  John  s ts  a/J  LGB  TO-  jpif  fomlly-nflcoming  p.irisfh 


§t. 


Join/support/get  involved 
in  planning  new  green  space 
at  the  2nd  Annual  Meeting  of 


Greerurust 


SF  Central  Waterfront 


Thursday,  April  3 
2298  Third  St./20th  Street 
7:00-9:00pm 

We  are  planning  our  inaugural  neighborhood  greening 
project  and  encourage  your  input. 
Join  us  for  the  evening,  become  a member  and 
help  jumpstart  the  greening  of  the  Central  Waterfront. 

To  learn  more;  www.gtsfcw.org 

GreenTrustSF  Central  Waterfront  is  a San  Francisco  Parks  Trust  Partner 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
PARKS  TRUST 


A great  perspective  on 
San  Francisco  real  estate. 


From  high  atop  Potrero  Hill  where  she  takes  her  dog 
Waylon  on  his  daily  jaunt,  Claudia  Siegel  has  a great 
view  of  San  Francisco  real  estate. 

She  has  an  equally  breathtaking  perspective  on  the 
San  Francisco  real  estate  market.  No  matter  what 
your  goals,  she'll  work  to  make  your  transaction  a 
successful  one.  She  is  an  expert  negotiator  and  well- 
connected  Bay  Area  native  — whatever  your  needs, 
she  can  point  you  in  the  right  direction  and  ensure 
that  you  stay  on  the  path  to  success. 

Let  Claudia  give  you  a new  outlook  on  the  market: 
call  her  today. 


Claudia  Siegel 

REALTOR* 

415.905.0250  ext  143 

ClaudiaSiegel1s12ephyrsf.com 


z 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


10  THE  POTRERO  VIEW  March  2008 


By  David  Matsuda 

Greetings  from  Iraq,  where  after 
the  first  snow  in  centuries  winter 
has  arrived.  The  ground  in  our  part 
of  Baghdad  consists  of  dust-laden 
hard-packed  clay  that  seeps  oil.  The 
clay-oil  mixture,  or  “cloil,”  keeps 
rain  water  from  being  absorbed  into 
the  ground.  Runoff  forms  puddles 
and  mixes  with  the  dust,  creating  a 
wicked  mud  with  enough  suction  to 
pull  off  fully  laced  Army  boots. 

It’s  early  morning,  and  yours 
truly,  mud  soaked  boots  and  all,  is 
riding  in  an  armored  convoy.  Just 
a few  days  ago  several  Improvised 
Explosive  Devices  (lEDs)  damaged 
vehicles  and  wounded  soldiers.  The 
threat  level  is  high,  and  our  column  is 
arrayed  in  defensive  positions. 

We  wend  our  way  along  Sadr 
City’s  outskirts,  past  bullet  riddled 
buildings,  through  lakes  of  backed- 
up  sewer  water,  and  finally  onto 
the  rutted  dirt  streets  of  one  of  the 
many  shanty  towns  that  surround 
Baghdad.  Our  column  comes  to  a halt 
outside  a firehouse.  Soldiers  set-up 
a perimeter  guard,  and  Iraqi  doctors 
prepare  to  conduct  a MEDOP,  or 
medical  operation,  where  outpatient 
services  are  provided  to  the  poor  and 
underserved.  I have  a bag  of  leftover 
Christmas  candy  for  the  children  and 
lots  of  questions  for  those  who’re 
waiting  in  line  for  diagnosis,  referrals 
and  medicines.  My  interpreter  and 
I distribute  candy  and  question  the 
shantytown  residents. 

Most  are  internally  displaced 
persons  (IDP)  who  fled  violence  in: 
Sadr  City  and  Moqtada  al-Sadr’s 
Jaish  al  Mahdi  militia;  Karbala, 


Going  to  War 


a shrine  city  south  of  Baghdad, 
where  the  Iranian  backed  Badr 
militia  murdered  and  intimidated 
the  population;  and  Diyala  province 
to  the  north  where  al-Qae'da  threats 
and  torture  chambers  forced  them 
from  their  homes. 

The  children  range  in  age  from 
five  to  25.  Most  are  marginally 
healthy  and  strikingly  adorable; 
others  are  heartbreakingly  sick 
and  disfigured  by  birth  defects 
and  endemic  illness.  Lead  pipes 
contaminate  the  drinking  water  and 
weaken  young  immune  systems.  Many 
adults  are  underemployed  and  earn 
the  equivalent  of  $1.75  per  month.  To 
compound  matters,  Moqtada  al-Sadr 
has  decreed  that  each  family  should 
have  eight  children:  two  to  fight;  two 
to  take  up  the  arms  of  their  fallen 
brothers;  two  to  take  care  of  their 
parents,  and;  two  to  start  new  families 
to  begin  the  cycle  of  violence  again. 
The  combination  of  over-population, 
poor  housing  - many  shantytown 
residents  live  10  to  a ramshackle 
cardboard,  sheet  metal  and  cinder 
block  structure  without  roofs  or 
heat  - and  chronic  unemployment 
leaves  children  malnourished  and 
susceptible  to  illness. 

In  such  conditions,  Iraqis  age 
quickly.  By  the  time  they’re  40 
years-old  many  shantytown  residents 
have  intestinal  parasites,  chronic 
arthritis,  degenerative  lung  disease, 
and  pulmonary  conditions.  They 
look  three  decades  older  than  their 


Congregatjo;, 


Emanu-B^ 

Congregation  Emanu-El 
invites  you  to... 

A Musical  Shabbat 
for  Your  Family 

March  28  at  6:00  pm 


Perfect  for  all  ages.  Bring  your  family  to  sing  and 
celebrate  Shabbat  with  us,  and  stay  for  dinner. 
(RSVP  required  for  dinner  only— see  below) 

SOMAnu-El 

Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House 
953  De  Haro  at  Southern  Heights 
Contact  Mollie:  (415)  751-2541  xl24 
For  dinner:  www.emanuelsf.org/register 


chronological  age. 

The  MEDOP  line  is  overwhelming 
and  certain  medicines  are  quickly 
in  short  supply.  Sensing  this, 
shantytown  residents  clamor  for 
pills,  capsules  and  liquids.  Without 
diagnosis,  the  doctors  randomly 
hand  out  whatever  medicine  is 
left.  Illiterate  shantytown  residents 
complicate  matters  by  bartering 
medicines  amongst  themselves 
and  either  misdiagnosing  or  self- 
medicating  with  random  doses. 

As  the  MEDOP  ends  families  ask 
me  to  have  tea  with  them.  I must 
remain  attached  to,  and  move-out 
with,  the  unit  so  I politely  refuse. 


Some  residents  run  home  and  return 
with  things  for  me  to  eat  and  drink. 
I’m  as  startled  by  their  generosity 
as  I am  shocked  by  their  poverty. 
One  young  boy  pulls  me  towards  his 
neighborhood  and  asks  me  to  come  to 
his  house.  With  orders  to  move  out 
ringing  in  my  ears  and  tears  welling 
in  my  eyes,  I let  go  of  his  hand  and 
wave  goodbye  from  behind  armor 
and  bullet-proof  glass  as  the  convoy 
rolls  out. 

Long-time  Hill  resident  Dave 
Matsuda,  Ph.D.  is  an  anthropologist 
who's  on  leave  from  university 
teaching  to  help  the  U.S.  Army  with 
reconciliation  efforts  in  Iraq.  Email 
him  at  druncledave@comcast.net  if 
you  have  questions,  want  to  involve 
your  school  in  a project,  or  to  send  a 
care  package  to  a soldier. 


IF  ONLY  YOUR  LIFE  WERE  THIS  ORGANIZED. 


Custom  storage  solutions  for  every  room  in  your  house. 

• Closets  • Offices  • Garages  • Laundry  Rooms 

• Pantries  • Entertainment  Centers 


1 $400  OFF 

rii 

1 M»vni>n  3/3',4ir 

cic 

Call  for  a FREE  design  consultation 

1 u 1 r 

650.595.9999 

WWW 

FIRST,  LET’S 
BUILD  A DIALOGUE. 


The  team? 
Owners.  Architects. 
Designers.  And.  our 
Project  Managers. 
Superintendents. 
Subcontractors. 
Better  believe 
there’s  excellent 
communication 
up  front. 

When  that  happens, 
you’re  most  likely 
to  see  your  remodel 
or  custom  design 
finished  as  planned. 
Collaboration  is 
instilled  here. 
Like  what  you 
hear  so  far? 
Give  us  a call. 


SPARK 

ASSOCIATES 

otNCML  coMTiuciona 


ON  SITE  INTELLIGENCE 

415.503.0055 

spark-associates.com 

bcarw8aS46094 
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Friends  of 
Potrero  Hill 
children  get 
ready  for  the 
preschool’s 
March 


fundraising 

gala 

(below). 

The  Shut-Ins 
will  play  for 
the  Friends 
of  Potrero’s 


Nursery 
Schools’ 
Swing  into 
Spring 
fundraiser 
(right) . 
Photos  by 
Amy  Gregg. 


It's  a hopping  night  on  the  Hill!  Dance  to  the  swinging  sounds  of 
The  Shut  Ins.  Sample  delectable  food  and  wine  from  local  eateries. 
Bid  on  our  fantastic  array  of  silent  auction  items.  Come  join  the  fun! 


Saturday,  March  8,  2008 

6:30  p.m.  - 10:00  p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House 
953  DeHaro  Street,  San  Francisco 


$15  in  advance,  $20  at  the  door 

To  purchase  tickets  call  Julie  at  415.624.5047  or  email  Suze  at  sfwriter$@sbcgiobal.net 
www.fophn.com/auction 


AVERAGE  SALES  PRICES  ON  POTRERO  HILL 


YEAR  YEAR 


p 

Michelle  R.  Stephens 

Realtor®  / Assistant  Manager 
Certified  Green  Building  Professional 
Mobile:  415.637.1898 
Email:  Michelle@OrganicAgent.com 


Prices  continue  to  climb. 
Contact  me  today  for  a complimentary 
market  valuation. 


ZEPHYR 
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Greening  San  Francisco,  one  home  at  a time 
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Centered  Body  Pilate* 


in  We*Wei3 


zSiEVs/ 


Whole  Fourh  Launch 
$i«wi  Local  Business 


Call:  415.626.8723  or  email  us:  graphlcs@potrerovlew.net 


On  the  sunny  side  of  San  Francisco,  in  a vibrant  district  rich  with  history,  Homes  on 
Esprit  Park  offers  the  ideal  in  city  living.  Environmentally  thoughtful  construction 
merges  the  warmth  of  antique  brick  and  wood  with  the  best  of  modern  engineering 
to  create  homes  that  suit  the  needs  of  creative  individuals  as  beautifully  as  they 
suit  the  character  of  the  neighborhood.  Visit  our  website  for  information  or  stop  by 
our  on-site  sales  office  to  explore  our  25  different  floor  plans. 


www.espritpark.com 

888  minnesota  street  @ 20th  street  san  franctsco  ca  94107 
info@espritpark.com  • 415  920  1929 

CXCiUStVElV  ft  I » R C S e r ( 0 tv  UcQU  ftCAl  tSYAtC 


homes  on  esprit  park 


CagC'Frcc  Large 
Brown  Eggs  ^2  99 


Page 

Total  Greek  Yogurt 


all  varieties 
5.3  oz  -reg  245 


not  organic'  -dozen 


$1.99 


Prairie  Fresh 

Boneless  Center-Cut 


lean  & tender  -reg  5 99  lb 


San  Pellegrino 

^ Sparkling  Mineral  Water 

750  ml  -reg  1 99  +CRV 


^ JC 


I 2 for  $3 


Z'  F ^ 


Caggiano  Sausage  Co. 

Fresh  Sausages 


Q Capricorn  Coffee 

' Dark  French 
^ Roast  Coffee 
c.  Beans 

^ BulK'  -reg  6,99  lb. 

$4.99  lb. 


$3.99  lb. 


Prairie  Fresh 

Boneless  Pork  Tenderloin 

moist  & lean  -reg  6.99  lb. 


$5.99  lb. 


selected  vaneties 
BulK'  -reg  6.99  lb 


Planet 

Ultra  Laundry 


$5.99  lb. 

Sale  Prices  effective  March  1 - 16,  2008 


Open  Every  Day!  8 AM  to  8 PM  ' 1524  Twentieth  Street ' Potrcro  Hill ' San  Francisco  - 4I5'282'9204 


©2008 


IVI  ARylACE.COM 

Your  Source  for  Potrero  Hill  Real  Estate  Sales 


"Your  professionalism  is  impeccable;  your  sense  of  humor  and  practicality  a delight; 
and  throughout,  we  knew  you  would  act  in  our  best  interests  and  in  fact  you  did." 

- janet  ]. 


What's  the  Value  of  Your  Property  Today? 


Ask  Mary  Lace,  the  Hill's  real  estate  specialist  since  1980.  She  has  the  knowledge  and 
experience  you  need.  Mary  lives  on  Potrero  Hill  and  loves  it  - she  really  knows  and 
cares  about  our  community. 


Ask  Your  Neighbors  about  Mary  Lace 


"Mary  was  very  conscientious  about  staying  on  top  of  details.  She  is  friendly  and 
cheerful  and  does  not  get  rattled  when  unexpected  details  arise.  It  was  a distinct 
pleasure  to  work  with  Mary  and  1 would  recommend  her  without  reservation." 

- Dean  R. 
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Lead  Backpacks 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

growth  of  the  central  nervous  system 
and  brain,  permanently  damaging 
children’s  health.  State  and  federal 
governments  limit  the  amount  of 
lead,  as  well  as  certain  phthalates, 
that  can  be  used  in  products. 
California’s  Proposition  65,  The 
Safe  Drinking  Water  and  Toxic 
Enforcement  Act  of  1986,  requires 
manufacturers  to  warn  buyers  when 
toxic  substances  are  present  in  their 
merchandise.  Advocacy  groups  and 
individuals  have  used  the  law  to  sue 
manufacturers  and  distributors  who 
don’t  comply. 

Ellison  Folk,  the  mother  of  an 
Alvarado  Elementary  School  second- 
grader,  smelled  something  odd  - that 
new  car  smell  - when  she  pulled  her 
son’s  weekly  reading  bag  out  of  his 
backpack  late  last  year.  “I  took  it  out 
of  the  backpack  and  smelled  it  and 
said.  ‘Holey  moley,  that  smells  like 
phthalates!”  said  Folk,  an  attorney 
at  Shute,  Mihaly  and  Weinberger,  an 
environmental  law  firm.  Folk  sent 
the  bag  to  a lab  used  by  her  firm  to 
be  tested:  her  son’s  newer  version  of 
the  bag  contained  4,800  ppms  of  lead. 
The  phthalate  reading  came  back  at 
2.9  percent  DEHP  - a phthalate  that’s 
been  classified  as  a male  reproductive 
toxin  - nearly  30  times  higher  than 
the  percentage  allowed  by  San 
Francisco  in  certain  toys  for  children 
under  three.  California  adopted  a 
similar  ban  that  will  go  into  effect 
next  year. 

Additional  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District  and  CEH 
testing  confirmed  Folk’s  results, 
prompting  the  District  to  instruct 
school  principals  to  pull  the  bags. 
Sample  tests  of  older  bags,  used  by 
kindergarteners  and  first  graders, 
came  back  clear,  said  Gentle  Blythe, 
the  District’s  Public  Outreach 
and  Communications  Director. 
Nonetheless,  the  District  is  not 
releasing  the  bags  until  it  conducts 
additional  tests.  “We  want  to  stay 


on  the  side  of  caution,”  Blythe  said. 
The  District  is  asking  schools  to  find 
alternative  ways  of  sending  the  books 
home,  and  schools  are  devising  their 
own  solutions,  she  said.  Meanwhile, 
the  District  is  working  with  Silver 
Giving,  the  foundation  that  funds  the 
program,  to  see  if  new  safe  bags  can 
be  substituted. 

Last  November  CEH  tests  of 
a Disney-licensed  “High  School 
Musical”  backpack  found  more 
than  13,000  ppm  of  lead;  and  tests 
of  a vinyl  “Mine  Eat  Trax”  child’s 
lunchbox  from  Office  Depot  indicated 
the  product  contained  2,500  ppm. 
The  nonprofit  also  tested  a Coleman- 
made  rain  poncho  for  youth,  finding 
17,500  ppm  of  lead,  nearly  600  times 
the  30  ppm  limit  agreed  to  in  a 2005 
legal  settlement  with  another  poncho 
maker. 

Just  as  it  did  when  it  found 
alarmingly  high  lead  levels  in 
children’s  lunchboxes  in  2004,  CEH 
initiated  legal  action  against  product 
manufacturers  and  retailers.  Caroline 
Cox,  CEH’s  Research  Director,  said 
the  organization  sent  the  required 
60-day  notice  of  a Proposition  65 
violation,  the  first  step  towards  a 
lawsuit,  late  last  year.  Attorneys  for 
both  sides  are  negotiating  a possible 
settlement. 

Cox  is  confident  the  two  sides 
will  come  to  an  agreement.  “That  is 
definitely  our  intention  and  mostly 
we  have  success  with  that,”  she 
said.  The  2004  threat  of  a lawsuit 
led  many  lunchbox  manufacturers 
to  voluntarily  reformulate  their 
products  with  less  lead. 

Folk  has  also  found  the  threat  of 
lawsuits  to  be  an  effective  curb  on 
lead-filled  products.  Given  headlines 
about  lead-laden  toys.  Folk  was 
surprised  to  find  the  substance  in 
school-issued  bags.  “I  was  kind  of 
annoyed  it  took  a parent  who  has  a 
special  expertise,  when  the  company 
who  is  making  these  and  selling  them 
to  the  district  should  be  responsible 
for  insuring  quality  of  its  product,” 
she  said. 


The  English  Center 


TM 


Tutoring  and  Editing  in  English 


1.  Verbal  Test  Preparation  for 
♦SAT  ♦SSAT  ‘LSAT  ♦TOEFL* 
♦CBEST  *GRE  ♦RICA  *GMAT 
♦etc. 


2.  Proofreading  and  written  improvement 

♦cover  letters  ♦school  applications 
♦job  applications  ♦term  papers  ♦theses 
♦business  communications  ♦ad  copy 
♦manuscript  assistance  ♦etc. 


Please  contact  me  to  discuss  your  needs 
Sherry  Abrams,  B.A.,  M.A.,  J.D. 
www.theenglishcenter.net  ♦ 415-641-5692 
sherryabrams123@aol.com 


The  bags’  distributor,  KL&P 
Marketing,  was  caught  by  surprise, 
said  Jennifer  Katz. 

“We  are  talking  with  our 
suppliers  to  see  what  can  be  done,” 
Katz  said.  “We  want  to  do  the  right 
thing,  absolutely.”  Meanwhile, 
the  company  continues  to  test  its 
products  and  investigate  the  matter, 
she  said. 

Despite  the  media  hoopla  about 
lead  toys,  paint  and  dust  remain  the 
primary  sources  of  lead  poisoning 
for  children,  especially  for  families 
who  live  in  old  houses,  said  Neil 
Gendel,  Project  Director  of  the 
Healthy  Children  Organizing  Project. 
“Younger  kids  are  more  likely  to  get 
exposed  to  leaded  dust  in  their  homes 
than  from  lead  toys;  though  exposure 
to  any  lead  is  not  good,”  he  said. 

Gendel’s  organization  works 
to  protect  young  children  in  low- 
income  and  minority  communities 
from  preventable  diseases  caused 
by  environmental  hazards.  He 
urges  worried  parents  to  have  their 
children  tested  for  lead  poisoning, 
though  he  cautions  about  test  kits 
sold  in  stores,  saying  they’re  only 
good  for  testing  tableware.  "Most 
doctors  will  say  that  10  ppm  is  the 
bright  line  for  concern,  but  if  the 
Bush  Administration  had  not  forced 
the  CDC  to  do  otherwise,  that  bright 
line  would  be  5 ppm,”  he  said. 

Gendel  hopes  parents,  the  CEH 
and  others  will  force  retailers  and 
manufacturers  to  only  sell  toxin-free 
toys  and  household  cleaners,  as  well 
as  safe  personal  care  products  for 
infants,  toddlers  and  their  mothers. 

Meanwhile,  public  outcry  has 
spurred  Congress  into  action.  At  the 


end  of  last  year  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  passed  the  Consumer 
Product  Safety  Modernization  Act, 
which  calls  for  increased  funding  for 
a better-defined  CPSC.  The  Senate 
will  debate  a similar  bill  later  this 
year. 

Despite  repeated  incidents 
of  lead-containing  children’s 
products  entering  the  United  States, 
mostly  from  China,  CPSC  Acting 
Chairwoman  Nancy  Nord,  a Bush 
Administration  appointee,  has  said 
she  doesn’t  want  a bigger  budget  for 
fear  of  bloating  the  government.  In 
response  Speaker  of  the  House  Nancy 
Pelosi  and  other  U.S.  representatives 
have  called  for  her  resignation, 
claiming  that  the  Commission  has 
failed  to  protect  the  public.  So  far, 
Nord  has  refused  to  step  down. 


1367  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 0 
www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 
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SELLING  Potrero  Hill  Homes  since  1982 


ANGELA  RUBIN 

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 
2S*  VEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE 

415.447.6210 

anibin^pacunion.com 


MARIANNE  SCHIER 

RESIDENTIAL  REAL  ESTATE  SPEOALIST 
10  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE 

415.345.3169 

m.schicr@pacunion.com 


SOLD 


SOLD 
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Safe  Sex 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

West  video.  Bubble  gum  pink  plastic 
earrings  dangle  like  fat  tear  drops 
from  her  lobes.  They  match  her 
pink  fitted  T-shirt  and  accent  her 
tight  jeans.  The  Independence 
High  School  senior  is  shockingly 
honest,  seemingly  lacking  any  sort  of 
internal  filter.  She  talks  openly  about 
bodily  fluids,  a pregnancy  scare,  and 
condoms. 

This  tell-all  attitude  comes 
from  what  she’s  learned  from 
New  Generations’  physicians  and 
counselors,  as  well  as  her  experience 
as  a peer  educator.  Scott  served 
as  a volunteer  educator  for  three 
years,  and  would  still  be  involved 
if  she  hadn’t  become  a legal  adult, 
thereby  aging  out  of  the  program. 
“Teens  need  more  resources  about 
sex,  but  they  don’t  need  it  from, 
like,  a teacher,  who  is  not  going  to 
tell  it  to  them  straight,  you  know 
what  I mean?”  she  said.  “I  can  talk 
to  students  in  a way  that  makes  sense 
to  them,  and  they’ll  know  that  I know 
what  they’re  going  through.” 

New  Generations  has  trained  50 
peer  educators  since  2004,  through  a 
partnership  with  Thurgood  Marshall 
High  School.  It’s  one  of  several  peer- 
to-peer  health  education  programs 
located  in  Southeast  San  Francisco. 
Mission  Neighborhood  Health  Center 
sponsors  the  decade-old  Latinos  en 
Extasis  program,  which  relies  on 
Hispanic  teenagers  to  work  nights 
and  weekends  to  answer  questions 
from  their  peers.  Joanna,  who 
preferred  that  her  last  name  not  be 
used,  and  who  has  Puerto  Rican  and 
El  Salvadoran  parents,  spent  three 
years  as  a peer  educator  for  Latinos 
en  Extasis.  She  hopes  to  work  as  a 
health  educator  full-time  after  she 
graduates  from  high  school. 

Good  Samaritan  Family  Resource 
Center,  located  at  25th  Street  and 
Potrero  Avenue,  offers  a small  family 
planning  clinic,  which  was  created 
in  2000  thanks  to  a partnership  with 
Planned  Parenthood  Golden  Gate. 
Planned  Parenthood  also  sponsors 
Promotores,  a health  education 
program  that  relies  on  Latino  men, 
women,  and  teens  to  carry-out 
art-infused  community  education 
focusing  on  healthy  living,  sexuality 
and  reproductive  health  services. 

Many  of  the  reproductive  health 
programs  available  in  Southeast  San 
Francisco  rely  on  peer  educators  to 
teach  in  formal  settings  - schools  and 
clinics  - and  community  hubs,  like 
laundromats,  where  the  educators 
reach  hundreds  of  people  through 
daily  interaction  and  conversation. 

Still,  the  clinics  and  their  posses 


of  educators  face  an  uphill  challenge. 
“It’s  going  to  take  a while  until  we 
really  see  a difference  because  the 
monster  is  so  big  — the  monster  being 
misinformation,”  said  Luis  Vasquez- 
Gomez,  an  artists  and  activist  who 
helped  design  the  Promotores 
training. 

According  to  health  educators, 
peer-to-peer  initiatives  are  effective 
because  adolescents  tend  to  distrust 
adults.  “Teens  really  listen  to  each 
other,”  said  Tino  Ratliff,  a health 
educator  at  New  Generations.  Ratliff 
has  worked  with  hundreds  of  middle- 
and  high  school  students  over  the 
past  half-decade,  and  has  trained 
peer  educators  at  Thurgood  Marshall 
High  School.  “Almost  always,  they’re 
more  engaged  when  one  of  their  peers 
is  talking  to  them.” 

Almost  half  of  all  high  school 
students  have  sex,  according  to  a 
2005  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  report.  Yet  studies  indicate 
that  one  in  four  15-  to  17-year  olds 
have  never  talked  with  a parent  or 
guardian  about  how  to  say  “no”  to 
sex,  about  birth  control,  condoms 
or  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
“We  live  in  a society  and  culture 
that  limits  the  kind  of  information 
young  people  have  and  then  expects 
them  to  make  smart  choices,”  said 
Elena  Flores,  Director  of  Latinos  en 
Extasis  at  the  Mission  Neighborhood 
Health  Center.  Roughly  a quarter 
of  sexually  active  young  adults 
ages  15-  to  24-years  old  contracts  a 
sexually  transmitted  infection  (STl) 
each  year,  according  to  the  CDC. 
The  most  common  STI  among  young 
people  are  human  papilloma  virus 
and  chlamydia. 

“Sex  is  a big  issue  for  teens, 
but  a lot  of  them  don’t  know  what 
they’re  getting  into,”  said  Kenita, 
a Thurgood  Marshall  High  School 
senior,  who  preferred  that  her  last 
name  not  be  used.  "Teens  don’t  have 
a lot  of  opportunities  to  talk  about 
sex  without  being  judged.”  Kenita 
sits  on  a stool  next  to  her  friend 
Andrew  in  a biology  classroom. 
Andrew  wants  to  know:  can  a girl 
get  pregnant  if  she’s  raped? 

No  one  laughs  at  the  question, 
which  the  teen  has  asked  quite 
sincerely.  “Definitely,”  Ratliff 
answered.  Every  Thursday  afternoon 
he  trains  Kenita  and  Andrew  to 
be  peer  educators.  “It’s  not  like 
the  sperm  says,  ‘Oh,  she’s  getting 
raped,  let's  not  make  her  pregnant.’” 
Andrew  nods  and  adjusts  his  black 
stocking  cap.  His  jeans  and  white 
T-shirt  are  so  big  it  looks  like  he 
borrowed  them  from  a giant.  He’s 
the  newest  of  New  Generations’  15 
peer  educators.  “This  is  good.  I like 


this,”  he  said. 

Ratliff  hands  him  a parental 
permission  slip  to  come  back  the 
following  week.  Once  he  completes  the 
training,  he’ll  join  Kenita  in  making 
presentations  to  San  Francisco 
middle-  and  high  school  students. 

Promotores  and  Latinos  en 
Extasis  were  designed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  San  Francisco’s  Hispanic 
community.  Latinos  are  a typically 
underserved  demographic  with  a 
high  need:  in  Californian  Hispanic 
adolescents  are  four  times  more  likely 
to  become  parents  as  European- 
Americans,  according  to  University  of 
California,  Davis  researchers.  Even 
in  San  Francisco,  where  the  birth 
rate  among  girls  ages  15  to  19-years 
old  declined  by  10  percent  between 
1995  and  2003,  pregnancy  rates 
among  Hispanic  girls  remains  higher 
than  that  of  any  other  ethnic  group. 
Research  indicates  that  traditional 
outreach  methods  often  fail  with 
Hispanic  teens  and  adults  due  to 
cultural  and  language  barriers. 

In  an  effort  to  overcome  these 
barriers  Promotores  uses  an  arts- 
based  curriculum.  Mi  Cuerpo,  Mi  Pais 
(m*y  body,  my  country),  Over  a period 
of  six  weeks,  participants  learn  about 
anatomy,  STDs,  HIV,  contraception, 
and  how  to  communicate  with  friends 
and  family  about  sex.  The  program’s 
ultimate  goal  is  to  teach  personal 
responsibility  and  self-respect,  and 
raise  participants’  self-esteem.  “It’s 
important  to  put  everyone  together 
because  we  want  to  push  through 
the  barriers  and  get  them  talking 
with  each  other,”  said  Maria  Claudia 
Guererro,  who  directs  the  program 


for  Planned  Parenthood. 

“There  are  so  many  laws  in  our 
community,  and  it’s  empowering  for 
teens  to  create  their  own  personal 
laws,"  adds  Vasquez-Gomez.  “They 
need  to  identify:  this  is  who  I want  to 
be;  this  is  who  I am.” 

All  the  peer-to-peer  education 
programs  - New  Generations,  Mission 
Neighborhood  Health  Center  and 
Good  Samaritan/Planned  Parenthood 
- are  housed  within  family  planning 
clinics.  New  Generations  began 
in  1974  as  a part  of  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital.  The  number  of 
teens  it  served  more  than  doubled 
in  1997,  its  first  year  in  a separate 
location.  The  clinic  now  sees  2,500 
teenage  and  young  adult  clients  a 
year,  a majority  of  whom  live  in  low- 
income  households  located  in  the 
Mission  District  or  Bayview-Hunter’s 
Point,  neighborhoods  that  have  the 
City’s  highest  teen  pregnancy  and 
STD  rates. 

Good  Samaritan  Family  Resource 
Center’s  Planned  Parenthood  satellite 
clinic  consists  of  two  small  second 
floor  rooms:  a counseling  room  and 
an  exam  room.  Its  entrance  is  marked 
by  dozens  of  fliers  and  pamphlets 
containing  information  about  pap 
smears,  HIV,  menstrual  cramps  and 
condoms;  nonetheless,  it’s  mostly 
indistinguishable  from  the  other 
rooms  in  the  narrow  hallway.  “No 
one  walking  by  would  know  this  is 
a family  planning  clinic,  and  that’s 
part  of  our  success,”  said  Mario  Paz, 
Center  Director.  “Teens  need  a safe 
environment.  They  need  to  not  be 
afraid  to  ask  questions  so  they  can 
make  healthy  decisions.” 


The  RAMP... 

Is  offering  d jpeclat  for  potrero  View  readers: 

Bring  this  ad  in  to  receive  a 20%discount  on  lunch 
Monday-^Tiday 
11:30  am— 3:00  pm 


cntna  Basin  gt 
ramprejtauram-cofn 


New!  Grants  Program 
of  the  UCSF  University 
Community  Partnerships 
Council  2008-2009 


The  UCSF  University  Community  Partnerships  Program  and 
Council,  in  partnership  with  Tides  Foundation,  is  offering 
grant  funding  to  support  projects  that  strengthen  partnerships 
between  the  San  Francisco  community  and  the  University. 

MANDATORY  WORKSHOPS:  Applicants  are  required  to 
attend  a mandatory  pre-submittal  session.  This  workshop  will 
clearly  describe  the  program,  explain  the  application  process 
and  answer  any  questions.  RSVP  to  partnerships@ucsf.edu  or 
(41 5)  476-5589  by  March  7. 2008. 

Tues.,  March  11.  2008  6:00  p.m.  3rd  Street  Youth  Center  & Clinic 

5190  Third  Street  (©Thornton  Avenue) 

San  Francisco 

Wed.,  March  12,  2008  Noon  Millberry  Union.  City  Lights  Room 

UCSF  Parnassus  Campus 
(500  Parnassus  Avenue) 

Thurs..  March  13, 2008  5:00  p.m.  Ida's  Cafe.  1 st  floor,  UCSF  Center  of 

Excellence  in  Women's  Health.  UCSF 
Mount  Zion  Campus  (2356  Sutter  Street) 

Please  visit  www.sf.ucsf.edu  for  more  information  and  to  apply. 
Application  deadline  is  April  18. 2008. 


University  of  Cairlomia 
San  Francisco 

advancing  health  worldwide 

University  Community 
Partrtershipt  Program 
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North  Slope  Single  Family  Home 
This  home  has  it  all!  offered  at  $1,149,000 

• Formal  living  room 
with  fireplace 

• Formal  dining  room 

• Bright  kitchen 

• 2 bedrooms 

• 2 bathrooms 

• Playful  garden 

• Deck  with  view 

• Garage  + storage 


We  are  Potrero! 


Z 

ZEPHYR 

RCAl ESTAT6 


• Consistently  Potrero  Hill's  #1  Selling  Team 

• Over  one  quarter  BILLION  dollars  in  San  Francisco  sales 

• 40  combined  years  specializing  in  Potrero  Hill  property 

• "On  the  Hill  to  Serve  the  Community  Better"  long 
before  it  was  pricey  or  hip 


Christine  315.0105  ext  116 
Rebecca  315.0105  extill 
Hallie315.0105  ext  118 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

NATURAL  MEDICI 


NATUROPATHIC  DOCTORS 
PARTNERS  ON  YOUR  JOURNEY  TO  WELLNESS 


Integrated  approaches  to. 
Digestive  problems 
GYN/Paps  - Infertility 
Bioidentical  Hormones 
PMS  - Endometriosis 
Pain/lnjury 
Allergies  - Asthma 
Immune  & Cancer  Support 
Insomnia  - Fatigue 
IV  Nutrient  Therapy 


Same  fabulous  location.  Same  caring  doctors.  New  Name. 


SOMA  Acupuncture  & Natural  Health  Clinic  is  now 
San  Francisco  Natural  Medicine. 


form 


•rly 

SOMA 


•« 


ACyPUNCIU(l& 


NATIJK  Al. 
HEALTH 


CLINIC 


www.SFnatmed.com 
1615  20th  Street 
415-643-6600 


Condos 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

opening  last  fall,  which  Anza 
described  as  a “positive  amenity,  a 
value-add,”  ushered  in  a fresh  crop 
of  prospective  buyers.  Mark  Chow, 
The  Potrero’s  sales  manager,  noted 
that  one  buyer  “went  in  for  brocolli 
at  Whole  Foods  Market,  and  came  out 
with  a home  in  the  $900,000$. ” 

Homes  on  Esprit  Park  and 
The  Potrero  are  condominium 
developments  with  two  quite  distinct 
architectural  frameworks,  floor  plans, 
and  engineering  scopes.  Yet  they  both 
merge  on  one  similar  selling  point: 
old  meets  new.  Homes  on  Esprit 
Park,  a project  developed  by  Build 
Inc.,  an  environmentally-minded  real 
estate  team  composed  of  Doug  Ross, 
Loring  Sagan,  and  Lou  Vasquez, 
converted  what  was  originally  the  old 
Schilling  Wine  Cellars  to  blend  with 
the  Victorian  aesthetics  nearby.  The 
team  “merged  the  warmth  of  antique 
wood  and  masonry  with  the  best 
of  modern  engineering,”  and  have 
devoted  several  pages  of  their  sales 
brochure  to  Dogpatch  history. 

The  Potrero,  which  was  built 
from  scratch  on  the  former  S&E 
Ford  site,  also  strived  to  capture  the 
Hills’  characteristics.  Their  brochure 
boasts,  “It  is  a rare  event  indeed  to 
find  new  construction  in  Old  San 
Francisco.”  With  two  landscaped 
courtyards  and  state-of-the-art 
fitness  center,  their  push-point  is 
more  about  the  modern  amenities 
cushioned  in  the  “eclectic”  Potrero 
Hill  surroundings  than  historic 
preservation.  The  Potrero’s  studios 
start  in  the  $400, 000s.  and  their 


three-bedrooms  are  priced  at  almost 
$1  million. 

Homes  at  Esprit  Park  has 
implemented  one  price  drop  since 
it  went  on  the  market,  scaling  down 
some  of  the  one-bedrooms  from  the 
low  $600,000  to  the  high  $500, 000s. 
Their  penthouses,  some  of  which 
overlook  the  Bay  and  boast  18-foot 
ceilings,  have  whipped  up  so  much 
interest  that  prices  have  actually 
gone  up. 

Aiming  to  create  a community 
feel  amongst  Homes  on  Esprit  Park’s 
eight  buildings  and  two  courtyards, 
Build  Inc.  placed  several  commercial 
spaces  in  the  north  building  that 
faces  the  park.  Those  units  have  been 
sold  to  Nate  Appleman,  co-owner 
of  the  critically  acclaimed  A16  and 
SPQR  restaurants.  He'll  be  opening  a 
6,000  square  foot  restaurant  capable 
of  seating  130  people,  alongside  a 
rosticerria  that  will  serve  Italian  food 
on-the-go. 

While  vetting  the  commercial 
space  Appleman  fell  in  love  with  the 
condominium  complex  and  decided  to 
buy  a residential  unit  for  his  family, 
who  will  be  moving  from  the  Sunset. 
“I  like  the  green  aspect  of  the  whole 
project,  especially  the  use  of  recycled 
material,”  he  said.  Build  Inc.  reused 
or  recycled  more  than  90  percent  of 
the  demolished  material  from  the 
old  winery  for  its  new  construction; 
they’ve  also  incorporated  a water- 
efficient  irrigation  system,  amongst 
other  green-friendly  touches. 
“There’s  no  real  room  to  grow  except 
for  that  area  in  San  Francisco,”  said 
Appleman  of  his  choice  to  open  a 
restaurant  in  the  Dogpatch.  “It’s 
uncharted  territory.” 
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Police  Blotter 


Fraudulent  Credit  Card  Use, 
Application.  February  9,  8:00  a.m., 
847  Kansas  Street:  Officer  Obot 
and  Field  Training  Officer  Whitney 
responded  to  a call  regarding  a 
fraud.  An  individual  told  the  officers 
that  she  found  multiple  fraudulent 
transactions  on  her  online  American 
Express  (Amex)  credit  card  account 
summary.  She  called  Amex  to  report 
the  fraudulent  use  and  that  her  card 
had  been  stolen.  Amex  advised  her 
that  another  card  had  been  ordered  in 
her  name  and  delivered  to  a Bayview 
address.  The  officers  advised  the 
individual  to  contact  her  banks  and 
credit  card  providers  to  let  them  know 
of  the  fraudulent  activities.  The  case 
was  reported  to  Police  Operations  for 
further  investigation. 

Vehicle  Burglary,  Tampering, 
February  9, 3:34  p.m.,  26th  and  Kansas 
streets:  Officers  Martin  and  Festa 
were  near  the  Potrero  Hill  Housing 
Development  investigating  reports  of 
a subject  going  through  a vehicle.  The 
officers  detained  the  suspect,  who 
was  wearing  large,  bulky  clothing, 
and  searched  him.  During  the 
search  a black  and  red  ratchet  tool/ 
screwdriver  and  a car  climate  control 
AC/temperature  radio  panel  and  a 
radio  faceplate,  which  fit  exactly  into 
the  radio  panel,  dropped  from  the 
subject’s  clothing.  Officers  Cardenas 
and  Malliaras  arrived  to  assist  and 
located  a nearby  Honda  Civic  with 
its  window  smashed.  Officer  Martin 
noted  that  the  AC/temperature 
radio  panel,  which  matched  the  one 


found  on  the  subject,  was  missing 
from  the  vehicle.  Moments  later, 
a witness  to  the  crime  arrived  and 
told  officers  that  she  saw  the  subject 
break  the  window,  rummage  through 
the  car  and  leave  the  area  on  foot. 
The  witness  was  able  to  positively 
identify  the  suspect.  Officer  Martin 
unsuccessfully  attempted  to  locate 
the  vehicle’s  owner  through  police 
headquarters.  The  suspect  was 
arrested  and  taken  to  Bayview 
Station  without  further  incident. 

Cocaine  Possession,  Warrant 
Arrest.  February  10,  2:19  p.m.,  919 
Vermont  Street;  Officer  Lim  and  Field 
Training  Officer  Johnson  responded 
to  a call  regarding  four  males  spraying 
graffiti  on  a stone  wall.  The  officers 
arrived,  detained  the  four  suspects, 
and  upon  investigation  found  that 
one  of  them  had  an  outstanding 
arrest  warrant.  During  a search  of 
the  suspect  prior  to  his  being  taken 
to  the  Bayview  Station  the  officers 
found  a clear  baggie  of  white  powder, 
which  subsequently  was  tested  and 
confirmed  to  be  cocaine.  The  subject 
was  placed  under  arrest  for  the 
warrant  and  the  cocaine 
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Dogpatch  Neighborhood  Association  usually  meets  the  second  Tuesday  of 
each  even-numbered  month.  The  next  meeting  is  April  8,  at  Sundance  Coffee 
on  Third  Street  at  20th  Street  from  7 to  9 p.m. 


Potrero  Boosters  meets  the  last  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  7 p.m.  (social  time 
begins  at  6:30  p.m.)  in  the  wheelchair-accessible  Game  Room  of  the  Potrero 
Hill  Neighborhood  House,  953  DeHaro  Street.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.potreroboosters.org  or  contact  President  Tony  Kelly  at  341.8040  or 
president@potreroboosters.org.  Next  meeting;  March  25,  7 p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Association  of  Merchants  & Businesses  (PHAMB)  meets  the 
second  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  10  a.m.  at  Goat  Hill  Pizza,  corner  of 
Connecticut  and  18th  streets.  Visit  www.potrerohill.biz  or  call  341.8949. 
Next  meeting:  March  11,  10  a.m. 

Bayview  Police  Station  Captain’s  Community  Meeting  is  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month  in  the  Bayview  Police  Station  Community  Room  at 
201  William  Street.  Access  can  be  gained  by  entering  through  the  Newhall 
Street  door.  Next  meeting;  March  4,  6 p.m. 


Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club  meets  the  First  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  7 p.m.  at  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House.  953  DeHaro  St.  For 
more  information,  call  648.6740,  www. PHDemClub.org.  Next  Meeting: 
March  4.  This  month:  PHDC  hosts  state  senate  debate,  all  four  declared 
Democratic  candidates  are  scheduled  to  appear. 


Starr  King  Openspace  Board  of  Directors  meets  the  third  Tuesday  of  each 
odd-numbered  month  at  7p.m.  at  the  Potrero  Branch  Library,  1616  20th 
Street.  Volunteer  for  Park  work  days  continue  every  month  on  the  third 
Saturday  from  9 a.m.  to  1 p.m.  For  more  information,  call  810.4900.  Next 
meeting;  March  18.  Next  Volunteer  Day:  March  15. 


Potrero  Hill  Garden  Club  usually  meets  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month  at  11 
a.m.  for  a potluck  lunch  in  a local  home  or  garden.  Discussions  are  held  on 
subjects  related  to  organic,  edible,  or  ornamental  gardening  appropriate  for 
Potrero  Hill’s  microclimate.  Call  648.6740  for  details. 


The  View  Needs  You 

We  need  writers,  editors,  and  gossip-mongers.  We’ll  also  take 
artists,  cartoon  writers,  and  photographers. 

We'll  even  consider  poets. 

Little,  if  any,  pay,  no  benefits,  but  plenty  of  love. 


FENCES  DECKS  AND  STAIRS 

New  Construction  Repairs  and  Refinishing 

.Serving  Snn  Francisco  NcighborhO(Hi»  For  20  years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#8889.^8 

Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


Tired  of 
our  fabulous 
city  views? 


Goat  HiU  Pizza 
now  delivers. 


Since  1975,  Goat  Hill  Pizza  has  been  serving  our  famous  sour  dough  pizza  right 
here  on  Potrero  Hill.  We  now  offer  our  some  great  fare  delivered  directly  to  your 
home  or  office.  Whether  it's  a pepperoni  pizza,  a meatball  sandwich,  or  pasta, 
we  now  run  it  hot  to  your  door.  And,  after  all,  the  only  thing  better  than  hot  pizza 
tonight  is  cold  pizza  tomorrow  morning. 

Call  today  for  a 
Goat  HiU  Pizza 

974-1303 


mAmne  me  buuu  ...  e>y  will  8ulla$ 


WWW  wiBHJlas  com 

QOee  A PEAR  $IT  IN  THE  WOPer 


20  THE  POTRERO  VIEW  March  2008 


r 

1 

■ 

March 

Theater:  Blade  to  the  Heat 
Thick  Description,  Potrero  Hill’s 
professional  theater,  launches  its  20th 
anniversary  season  of  revivals  with 
Oliver  Mayer's  Blade  to  the  Heat.  The 
play  captures  the  sensual  action  of 
boxing  and  music  in  a tale  about  the 
multiple  conflicts  of  love,  prejudice, 
athletic  glory  and  humiliation. 
“Enormously  convincing  fight  scenes 
and  emotional  distress.  Oliver  Mayer’s 
play  script  delves  deeply  into  the 
psyche  of  human  eroticism  ...  and,  if 
you  like  action,  the  staging  by  [Tony] 
Kelly  is  dynamic,"  according  to  Albert 
Goodwyn,  SF  Bay  Times.  Tickets  $15 
to  $30.  Thursdays  to  Sundays  at  8 
p.m.  1695  18th  Street,  near  Carolina. 
Information;  www.thickhouse.org 

Community:  Civic  Duty 
Ever  wanted  to  serve  on  a grand  jury? 
Here’s  your  chance!  The  San  Francisco 
Civil  Grand  Jury  - the  people’s  watch 
dog  - is  looking  for  a diverse  group 
of  intelligent,  informed,  and  curious 
citizens  to  serve  for  a year,  starting 
July  1 . Volunteers  need  to  be  able  to 
devote  10  or  more  hours  a week  to 
help  ensure  that  local  government  is 
honest  and  dependable.  Information: 
Gary  Giubbini,  551.3605;  www.sfgov. 
org/site/courts. 

March  2 

Farley’s:  Mark  Faigenbuam  exhibit 
Artist  of  the  Month  Mark  Faigenbaum,  a 
mixed  media  artist  and  printmaker,  co- 
hosts a reception  with  his  wife,  Jeanne 
Storck,  featuring  a collection  of  found 
photos.  2 to  4 p.m.,  Farley’s,  1315 
18th  Street.  Information;  648.1545. 

March  4 

Politics:  Debate  for  Senate 
California  Senate  District  Three 
candidates  Carole  Migden,  Mark  Leno, 
Joe  Alioto  Veronese  and  Joe  Nation 
will  debate  the  issues  and  tell  you  why 
you  should  vote  for  them.  Moderated 
by  Goat  Hill  Pizza’s  Philip  De  Andrade. 

7 p.m.,  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood 
House  953  DeHaro  Street.  Information: 
826.8080. 

March  6 

Community:  University  of  California, 
San  Francisco,  Mission  Bay  Meeting 
Meeting  topics  include  an  overview  of 
the  design  and  construction  process  for 
the  neurosciences  research  building, 
to  be  located  at  Fourth  Street  and 
Gene  Friend  Way;  and  an  update 
on  implementation  of  the  planning 
principles  adopted  by  the  UCSF 
Mission  Bay  Community  Task  Force  in 
January.  6 to  8 p.m.,  UCSF  Mission 
Bay  Campus,  Genentech  Hall,  Room 
N-114,  600  16th  Street.  Information; 
Barbara  Bagot-L6pez,  Associate 
Director  of  UCSF  Community  Relations, 
bblopez@cgr.ucsf.edu  or  476.8318. 

March  6 

Community:  Merchant  Mixer 
If  you’re  a neighborhood  merchant 
come  to  Mission  Rock  to  mingle  with 
your  fellow  business  owners  for  an 
evening  of  networking,  fine  food  and 
libations.  6 to  8 p.m..  Mission  Rock, 
817  Terry  Francois  Blvd. 


March  6-20 

Theater:  Romeo  & Juliet  and  Other 
Duets 

Veteran  actors  Deborah  Gwinn  and 
Jim  Cave  perform  in  Romeo  & Juliet 
and  Other  Duets,  a stroll  along  the 
"Boulevard  of  Broken  Dreams’’  as  re- 
envisioned  through  the  works  of  William 
Shakespeare,  Miguel  de  Cervantes  and 
Eugene  Ionesco.  Tickets  $15-35.  8 
p.m.,  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  Street. 
Information:  www.themarsh.org. 

March  8 

Fair:  Summer  Resource  Fair 
Parents  are  invited  to  the  Summer 
Resource  Fair,  where  information  about 
hundreds  of  summer  camps,  classes, 
activities  and  services  for  children  will 
be  providing.  Free,  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m.. 
Concourse  Exhibition  Center,  Eighth  and 
Brannan  Streets.  Information:  www. 
dcyf.org 

Community:  Swing  into  Spring 
“Swing  into  Spring’’  with  the  Friends 
of  Potrero  Hill  Nursery  School’s 
fabulously  festive  fundraiser.  This  fun 
and  inexpensive  night  out  includes 
sumptuous  food  and  wine  bar  libations 
from  many  fine  neighborhood  eateries 
and  an  amazing  selection  of  silent 
auction  items,  including  original 
art,  massage,  classes,  and  vacation 
getaways.  Dance  to  the  rollicking  good 
tunes  of  The  Blue  Wolves  and  musical 
headliners  The  Shut-Ins.  Your  good 
time  supports  the  school’s  teachers 
and  students  as  they  move  to  a new 
home  this  summer.  Tickets  $15  in 
advance;  $20  at  the  door.  6:30  to  10 
p.m.,  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House, 
953  DeHaro  Street.  Information: 
624.5047;  sfwriters@sbcglobal.net. 

March  13 

Concert:  Bhi  Bhiman 

Hinju  Records  and  Caf6  Du  Nord 
present  singer/songwriter  Bhi  Bhiman 
in  concert.  With  reviews  in  some  of 
the  region’s  top  publications,  Bhiman 
is  steadily  gaining  recognition  as  an 
intriguing  and  engaging  songwriter. 

In  his  debut  full  length  record,  The 
Cookbook,  Bhiman  departs  from  the 
solo  acoustic  style  for  which  he  is 
best  known.  Tracked  by  the  Fillmore’s 
front-of-house  engineer  Nathan  Harlow, 
The  Cookbook  achieves  an  authentic 
yet  diverse  sound  that's  reminiscent  of 
classic  records  by  innovators  like  Nina 
Simone,  Brian  Wilson,  and  Robbie 
Robertson.  Tickets  $10.  8 p.m., 

Caf6  Du  Nord,  2174  Market  Street, 
Information:  861-501 6.www.myspace. 
com/bhibhiman. 

March  13-23 

Film:  Pierre-Pierrot 
Potrero  Hill  filmmaker  Nith  Lacroix  will 
premiere  Pierre-Pierrot,  a story  about 
two  Laotian  twins  who  were  separated 
during  the  Vietnam  War,  at  the  San 
Francisco  International  Asian  American 
Film  Festival  (SFIAAFF).  Separated  by 
war  and  kept  apart  by  circumstance 
- Pierrot  remained  in  Laos  while  Pierre 
fled  to  France  - they  find  reconciliation 
through  the  lens  of  a camera.  The 
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26th  annual  SFIAAFF  features  more 
than  130  films  and  videos  from  the 
United  States  and  around  the  world. 
Castro  Theatre,  429  Castro  Street; 

Clay  Theatre,  2261  Fillmore  Street; 
Sundance  Cinemas  Kabuki,  1881 
Post  Street;  Pacific  Film  Archive, 

2575  Bancroft  Way  in  Berkeley,  and 
the  Camera  12  Cinemas,  201  South 
Second  Street  in  San  Jose.  Information: 
www.asianamericanmedia.org. 

March  14 
Science:  Pi  Day 

From  San  Francisco  to  New  York,  in 
museums,  universities,  classrooms  and 
in  the  privacy  of  one’s  own  home,  (and 
of  course  on  Second  Life),  people  are 
celebrating  Pi.  It’s  the  20th  anniversary 
of  the  celebration  of  Pi  Day,  an 
international  holiday  born  at  San 
Francisco's  Exploratorium.  Pi  Day 
celebrations  culminate,  appropriately 
enough,  on  March  14  at  1:59  p.m.. 
That’s  the  third  month,  the  14"*  day,  at 
1:59  p.m.,  corresponding  to  the  first 
six  digits  of  Pi.  As  an  added  bonus, 
March  14  is  Albert  Einstein’s  birthday. 
Exploratorium,  3601  Lyon  Street. 
Information:  563.7337;  www. 
exploratorium.org. 

March  17 

Farley's:  St.  Patty’s  Day  Celebration 
Farley's  Cafe  celebrates  their  19th 
Anniversary  on  St.  Patrick’s  Day.  In  the 
morning,  catch  the  live  Irish  music, 
plus  surprises  and  treats!  Farley’s, 

1315  18'”  Street.  Information: 
648.1545. 

March  21-29 

Theater:  Carino,  Economy  of  the  Heart 
Anne  Bluethenthal’s  latest  work 
explores  in  movement,  text,  music 
and  visual  art  the  psycho-physical, 
cultural  and  global  dimensions  of 
caring.  The  strong,  sensual  physicality 
of  the  ABD  ensemble  blends  with  the 
complex,  compelling  music  of  Ajayi 
Lumumba;  the  impassioned  tones  and 
lyrics  of  Melanie  DeMore  and  Mama 
CoAtl;  the  entrancing  poetry  of  Judy 
Grahn;  and  the  vibrant  art  of  muralist 
Nadine  Gay.  Tickets  $25.  8 p.m., 


Project  Artaud  Theater,  450  Florida 
Street.  Information:  706.9535;  www. 
abd  productions. 

March  26 

Film:  Jews  in  Space 
The  San  Francisco  Jewish  Film  Festival 
presents  Jews  in  Space,  Gabriel 
Lichtmann’s  Argentine  comic  drama. 
The  film  captures  the  eclectic  realities 
of  a Jewish  family  in  contemporary 
Argentina,  portraying  the  dynamic 
impact  reunions,  such  as  Passover,  can 
have  on  family  members.  Characters 
include  three  jealous  sisters,  a suicidal 
grandfather,  a kleptomaniac  niece, 
and  Santiago,  who’s  in  love  with  his 
cousin.  Tickets  $8.  7:30  p.m.,  Yerba 
Buena  Center,  701  Mission  Street. 
Information:  978.2787;  www.sfjff.org. 

Comedy:  Intro  to  Stand-up  Comedy 

If  you  ever  thought  you  were  funny, 
you  were  absolutely  right!  This  free 
introductory  workshop  explains  exactly 
what  we  mean.  The  workshop  features 
a tool  called  the  Joke  Diagram,  a 
proven  formula  that  illustrates  the 
structure  of  every  joke  or  funny  story 
you’ve  ever  heard.  Also  covered  is  an 
overview  of  the  workshops  offered 
through  the  San  Francisco  Comedy 
College,  including  the  infamous 
Performance  Workshop,  a six-week 
series  that  ends  with  you  taking 
the  microphone  at  The  Clubhouse 
proving  what  you  already  know  is 
true:  you’re  funny!  6 p.m.,  San 
Francisco  Comedy  College,  414  Mason 
Street.  Information;  921.2051;  email 
RichSFCC@yahoo.com. 

March  27-30 

Art:  Jess  Curtis/Gravity  exhibit 
Jess  Curtis/Gravity  presents  the 
third  in  its  biannual  presentations  of 
international  collaborative  projects. 

This  year  Curtis  and  company  present 
two  new  works,  each  part  of  a larger 
project  entitled  The  Symmetry  Project. 
Symmetry  Study  #7  is  a duet  with 
Italian  performer/Choreographer 
Maria  Francesca  Scaroni,  examining 
the  relationship  of  two  naked  bodies 
in  space  and  time.  Assymetrical 

Continued  on  Page  21 


Thick  Description  showcases  Oliver  Mayer’s  Blade  to  the  Heat. 
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A&E 

Continued  from  Page  20 

Tendencies  is  the  world  premiere 
of  a new  work  for  the  Croi  Gian 
Integrated  Dance  Company  from  Cork 
Ireland.  Tickets  $18  to  $20.  8 p.m., 
Counterpoise,  1310  Mission  Street. 
Information:  www.jesscurtisgravity.org 
800.838.3006. 

March  29 

Lecture:  Physics  of  the  Impossibility 
Dr.  Michio  Kaku,  co-founder  of  String 
Field  Theory,  makes  a mind-bending 
presentation  about  the  science  behind 
starships,  parallel  universes  and  other 
fantastic  phenomena.  He’ll  discuss 
the  role  of  nanotechnology  in  learning 
to  simulate  invisibility  and  explain 
why  NASA  envisions  sending  fleets 
of  nano  ships  to  the  stars,  and  how 
nanotechnology  may  play  a key  role  in 
eventually  escaping  the  death  of  the 
universe  itself.  1 p.m.,  Exploratorium, 
3601  Lyon  Street.  Information: 
563.7337;  www.exploratorium.edu. 


Kids:  Coastal  Camp  Open  House 
Coastal  Camp  is  a summer  day  camp  in 
Sausalito  for  grades  one  to  nine  that’s 
all  about  fun,  friends,  and  the  great 
outdoors.  The  Marin-based  nonprofit  is 
presenting  a one-day  open  house  with 
family  oriented  naturalist-led  hikes, 
crafts,  and  outdoor  activities  in  the 
Marin  Headlands.  Explore  their  state 
of  the  art  science  and  marine  labs, 
and  enter  a raffle  to  win  a free  week  of 
Coastal  Camp  Free!  1 to  4 p.m.,  Golden 
Gate  National 

Recreation  Area,  Building  1033, 
Sausalito,  CA  94965.  Information: 
www.coastalcamp.org.. 

March  29-30 

Art:  Herbert  Wasserman 

A retrospective  exhibit  of  paintings  and 
wooden  constructions  available 
for  purchase  by  the  late  Potrero  Hill 
artist  Herbert  Wasserman,  1925-2003, 
will  be  displayed  at  his  former  studio. 
After  attending  the  Art  Students 
League  in  New  York  and  the  Academe 


Jess  Curtis/Gravity  exhibit  at  Counterpulse. 


de  la  Grand  Chaumiere  in  Paris, 
Wasserman  arrived  in  San  Francisco  in 
1952.  He  was  a North  Beach  resident 
during  the  Beat  Period,  and  the  owner 
of  the  original  Triangle  Gallery  on 
Columbus  Avenue,  where  works 
by  himself,  Walter  Kuhiman,  Elmer 
Bischoff,  and  Richard  Diebenkorn, 
among  others,  were  featured. 
Wasserman  moved  to  Potrero  Hill  in 
1962,  where  he  maintained  a studio 
on  Rhode  Island  Street,  then  Vermont 


Street,  and  finally  at  his  Missouri 
Street  residence.  His  painting  has 
been  described  as  having  a quality 
of  "gritty  vitality"  by  the  late  art  critic 
Thomas  Allbright.  Noon  to  5 p.m., 
327  Missouri  Street.  Information: 
wassermanretrospective@gmail.com. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 


Art  Explosion  Studios  now  has  new  private  studios. 

Private  studios  200  sq/ft  for  $350/month 
Open  studios  from  $138/month 

High  ceilings 
Color  balanced  lighting 
Spring  & Fall  Open  Studios 
Gallery  Space 
Great  Community 

It's  a great  time  to  move  Into  a lar^  studio  space 
give  us  a call  at:  i-877-ART-EXPL 

Rental  Offices  Open:  Saturday  11am  - 2pm  or  by  appointment 


Two  Locations:  744  Alabama  St  at  19th  St 

2425  17th  Street  at  Potrero 


www.theartexplosion.com 


COLDUietL 

BANKieRa 


Melinda 


Lee 


Potrero  Hill 
Specialist 


For  The  Best  of  Potrero  Hill 
CaU  (415).W161 


Contemporary  Live/Work  Loft 


Huge  1 -bedroom,  2-bath  loft  with  BBQdeck,  polished 
cement  floors,  stainless  appliances,  granite  counters, 
newly  painted  interior  and  in-unit  laundry.  1 car 
deeded  parking  and  separate  deeded  storage  unit. 

Two  blocks  to  3rd  Street  and  CalTrain.  Only  minutes 
to  Downtown  and  Penninsula.  $599,000. 


1325  Indiana  St.  #108 


POTRIRO  HILL  UM  [UUt 
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TIRE  SALE 

HANKOOK 
SUPER  VALUE 


RADIALS 


* Road  Hazard  Warranty 

* Free  Replacement  Limited  Warranty 

* 320  BC  Rated 

* FREE  TIRE  ROTATION 


Leo's  Tire  & Brake 

2230  3rd.  Street,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  M-F  8-6 

Phone:  861-4300 


* ALIGNMENTS 

• BALANCING 

* TIRE  CHAINS 

• WHEELS 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

AUTO  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 
Smog  Check  & Repair  Available  7 Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTK  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
U MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  AU  REPAIRS 

FrmShirttl«Swvk«toftfr««»AFT,  Downtown  A NMrby 
N«i9hborhoo4$  ♦ Bosk  Auto  ftopoir  Oonos  ♦ 'Do-tt-YourooH' 
Mowbofshtp  Avoilabto  ^ DopondoMo,  Guorantood  Work  ot 
HonostPricos 

Used  Car  Prepurchase  DiagrsostK  Irtspectlon  Sendee 
EmisskMts  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosb  & Repair 
Tune  Up/Lube  Servke/Regutar  Maintenance 
CooUng  Systerra  • Radutors  ♦ Overheatirsg 
Timing  Belts  • Brakes  • Clutches  • General  Repairs 
Air  Condidoning/Heaters  • Check  Ertgine  Light 
Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Ckci^ 
Wlr>dows/Ooors/VandaHsm  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 
Struts/Shocks/Suspensk>n/$teering  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 
Computer  Oiagrtosdcs  • Ortveabifity  Problems 
Er>gir)e  & Transmission  RebuMdirtg  & RepUcement 

flrK*  197t 

(415)  285-8588 

All  FLORIDA SntEET (Nmt  IBthhSF^CA 94110 
Betweerr  Heirlson  A Bryant  Straets 
AK  flAafor  CredR  Cerds  A ATM  Accepted 


Mi«rCWM 

UCBCCD 

SMQB 

CHfCK 


ea 


# 


OMCML  WOH  rouinw 


W»  on  npr*  4 *Wnt 
tmog  fiium  fnvn 
'Tctt-CMy'ScMiem 


$ 10 
OFF 


#( 


FREE 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


BRAKE 
& SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($60  Value) 


$10 
OFF 

OIL  CHANGE 


R 


www.rainbow.coop 


AINBQW 

A Worker-Owned  Cooperative 


OPEN 

9-9 

DAILY 


745 


• Certified  SF  Green  Business 

• Support  of  local  farmers  & 
organic  farming  practices 

• In-store  recycling  & composting 

• Native  plant  garden 

• Solar  heating  & lighting  system 

• Donations  to  local  non-profits 
& schools 

• Extensive  bulk  foods  selection 

• Incentives  for  reuse  of  your  bags 
& containers  for  bulk  purchases 

• Discount  offered  to  members  of 
the  SF  Bike  Coalition 

Folsom  street  • San  Francisco  • CA  94103 

RQCERY 


Photo-thermal  panels 


Support  your  local 
Green  Business! 


415.863.0620 


Worker-Owned  & Operated 
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Classified  Ads 


Effective  March  1,  $25  will  be  charged  for  up  to  200  characters,  including  spaces.  A 20  percent  discount  wilt 
be  provided  for  ads  paid  for  six  months  in  advance.  Payment,  and/or  corrections,  must  be  received  by  the  18th 
of  each  month  for  the  ad  to  appear  in  the  following  month's  issue.  View  Want  Ads,  2325  Third  Street,  Suite 
344,  San  Francisco,  California  94107;  415.626.8723;  office<g>potreroview.net. 


Art  and  Music 

PIANO  LESSONS  ON  THE  HILL.  Private 
piano  and/or  composition  lessons.  All  ages 
and  styles  w/  caring  professional.  25  yrs 
exp.  Teaching  and  performing  in  S.F.  18- 
year  Pickle  Family  Circus  music  director. 
jeffrey@gaeto.com  or  415.648.8930. 

ATTENTION  ARTISTS:  Goat  Hill  Pizza  is 
looking  for  local  artists  to  show  their  work 
at  the  restaurant.  Please  call  Alicia  Wong 
at  641.1440  if  you  are  interested. 

PIANO  LESSONS  with  patience  and  hu- 
mor. All  ages,  all  styles.  Former  member 
of  the  Pickle  Family  Circus  and  SF  Mime 
Troupe.  Randy  Craig  415.334.2451. 

FREE  INTRODUCTORY  DANCE  LESSON. 
Scottish  Country  Dancing  is  fun,  social  and 
energetic.  Join  us  on  Thursday  September 
6 at  8 PM  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  Street  at  23  rd  St.  No  experience 
or  partner  necessary.  Basic  class  starts 
September  13.  Visit  our  web  site  www.sf- 
scottishdancers.org  or  call  415-841-9456 
for  more  information. 


Business  Services 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN  FOR  PRINT  AND 
WEB.  Get  your  business/product  noticed: 
logo,  website,  ad,  brochure,  Flash  anima- 
tion, stationery,  invitations,  sell,  more.  On 
the  Hill,  www.jcarpinelli.com. 

AGENTALTER.COM  Commercial  Realtor 
specializing  in  Retail  Leases,  Acquisitions, 
Biz  Ops,  Liquor  Licenses,  and  exceptional 
Real  Estate  Investment  opportunities. 
CALL  DAVID  # 415.518.0494  or  email 
david@sfpower.org. 


Community  Activities 

SENIORS  (60-I-)  DON'T  EAT  LUNCH 
ALONE.  Join  us  for  daily  lunch  and  add 
to  your  social  life.  Mon-Fri,  hot  nutritious 
meals-your  first  time  with  us  you  get  a 
free  lunch!  Bingo,  cards,  birthday  celebra- 
tions, special  events,  and  other  activities. 
For  more  information,  call  Dolores  Maghari 
at  415.826.8080.  PH  Neighborhood 
House,  953  De  Haro  St. 

Computer/Phone/Stereo  Services 

STEREO  REPAIR  AND  HOME  THEATER 
SETUP  MADE  EASY.  Gene’s  Sound 
Service  offers  in-home  stereo  repair  and 
system  trouble-shooting;  Audio,  video, 
and  home  theater  set-up,  with  convenient 
day,  evening,  and  Saturday  appointments. 
"Gene  is  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give 
him  a try."  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at 
415.377.1258. 

COMPUTER  PROBLEMS  DRIVING  YOU 
BUGGY?  We  fix  problems!  25  years  in- 
dustry experience.  Software  or  hardware 
consulting:  setup/  troubleshoot  wireless 
networks.  Work  with  individuals,  small 
businesses,  or  professionals.  Patience 
with  non-technical  folks  a specialty.  Rob 
415.244.3305.  At  your  service!  www. 
SFComputech.com  or  email  rob@sfcom- 
putech.com. 

ALL  THINGS  MACINTOSH:  Trouble 
shooter  for  hire.  New  computer?  Odd  er- 
rors? Print  problems?  Upgrades,  repair, 
training,  wireless.  Our  shop  or  We  come 
to  you  or  Ruth/Eugene:  695-1956. 

QUICKBOOKS  ASSISTANCE  & BOOK- 
KEEPING SVCS.  We  make  QuickBooks 
work  for  you  - systems,  Training,  reports, 
clean  up,  reconciliations,  tune  ups.  Busi- 


ness results  for  management  decisions. 
Deborah  864.0770,  www.lardiecompany. 
com. 

Food  & Nutrition  Services 

GOURMET  VEGETARIAN  CUISINE:  De- 
livered to  your  doorstep.  Diverse  menus, 
naturally  low  in  fat,  cholesterol  & salt. 
Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cert,  avail.  For 
menus,  call  Jane  415.826.2133,  www. 
pealcuisine.com. 

Garden  Services 

COMPLETE  GARDEN  CARE.  I will  help 
your  garden  evolve  into  a natural  par- 
adise. Maintenance,  renovation,  or- 
ganic soil  building.  California  native 
plants  a specialty.  Call  Jeannine  Zenti  at 
415.642.0246. 

To  Enjoy  Your  Garden  This  Spring,  start 
designing  it  today.  Let  an  experienced 
landscape  designer  help  you  get  started! 
Call  Tammy  Key  at  Garden  Spaces,  415- 
269-8210,  www.gardenspacesinc.com. 

GARDEN  CARE.  Consults,  cultivation, 
design  and  installation.  From  Ig.  scale 
makeovers  to  site-specific  vignettes. 
Street  side  or  secret  garden.  We  can  help 
you  create  a respite  from  the  fast-paced 
world.  Kevin  775.2246/shiningwillow@ 
hotmail.com. 


Health,  Healing  & Beauty 

SATURDAY  MORNING  YOGA  9 TO 
10:30AM  w/  Nancy!  Pius  MWF  6-7:30pm; 
workshops,  intro  series:  YOGASITA,  1501 
Mariposa  #308  @ Arkansas  415-864- 
SITA  yogasitasf.com. 

SPORTS/ORTHOPEDIC  MASSAGE  thera- 
py, 15  years  experience  manual  therapies, 
professional/olympic  athletes.Injury/pain 
rehabdow  back,  sciatica,  neck/shoulder, 
carpal  tunnel)  chronic/tough  cases  wel- 
come. Weekend  appointments,  hill  loca- 
tion-soma  acupuncture  kevin  burns, cmt 
415.902.8068,  kevin@sfsportsmassage. 
com. 

DON’T  LIKE  "WHACK  'EM.  CRACK  'EM"? 
Chiropractor  of  20  years,  exp'd  in  intui- 
tive healing  uses  deep  muscle  & energy 
techniques  as  well  as  adjustments.  Also 
GREAT  massage  th’s  avail,  daily.  Dr.  Ann 
Brinkley  282-2574. 

HOLIDAY  STRESS?  Give  yourself  or 
someone  you  love  one  of  sf’s  best  MES- 
SAGES! Certified.  Potrero  Hill  Healing 
Arts.  282.2574. 

MASSAGE:  DEEP  TISSUE/SWEDISH. 
Muscle  inserts,  origins,  tendons  empha- 
sized. Older  clients  welcome,  nonsexual 
$65/hr  $85/90  min.  Located  Guerrero/ 
14th  St.  415.861.7233;  dmax2@mind- 
spring.com. 

Massage  Therapy  in  home  on  the  hill. 
Relieve  stress.  Boost  immunity.  Increase 
flexibility.  Age  well.  28  yrs  exp.  By  ap- 
pointment only.  Jerrol  Kimmel,  RN 
415.971.3204. 

MINTNUTRITION.COM  Shannon  Schafer, 
B.S.,  N.E.  Certified  Nutritionist.  Shannon 
specializes  in  digestive  health,  calming  al- 
lergies, and  building  the  immune  system. 
Email:  dietmakeover@gmail.com  or  call 
Shannon  at  415.814.2979. 

Home  Services 

ORGANIZE  YOUR  HOME,  YOUR  STUFF. 
YOUR  LIFE.  Feel  comforted  by  your  home. 


in  control  of  your  papers  and  supported  by 
your  belongings.  Long-time  Potrero  Hill 
resident,  member  of  NAPO,  reasonable 
rates.  Phone  for  no-obligation  consulta- 
tion: Linda  James  415.285.3266. 

HANDYMAN/  MIKE.  Electrical,  Carpentry, 
Custom  woodwork,  Decks,  Doors,  Dry  rot 
Fences,  Garbage  disposal,  Locks,  Siding, 
Molding,  Painting,  Plumbing,  Toilet,  Sheet- 
rock,  Stairs,  Tile.  415.756.9896. 

HANDYMAN  MICHAEL.  Your  local, 
small  project  guy.  Woodworking,  paint- 
ing, drywall,  tile,  doors/windows,  lights, 
electrical/plumbing,  hanging,  installa- 
tions and  more.  Call  415.435.7981. 

BEST  PRICE  * BEST  PRODUCT  Car- 
pentry Fences  Decks  Stairs  Windows 
Doors  Tile  Setting  Seismic  & Structural 
Bathroom  & Kitchen  Remodeling  Serv- 
ing San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20 
years  Handyperson  services:  Just  Fix  it 
Now!  415.  282. 5406. Licensed  Bonded 
and  Insured  CSL#  888938. 

ARCHITECTURAL  SERVICES  Realize 
your  home's  potential  today!  Neighbor- 
hood Architect  with  20  years  experience 
available  for  residential  or  commercial 
renovation  and  construction.  Please  call 
Bradley  Davidson  A.I.A.,  415.370.8291, 
bradleydavidsonarchitect.com,  Califor- 
nia. License.  #C-23182. 


Housekeeping 

CLEANING  PROFESSIONAL.  20  Years  Ex- 
perience. Apartments,  homes,  or  offices. 
Roger  Miller,  415.664.0513. 

DO  YOU  NEED  HOUSECLEANING?  We 
will  do  it  for  you.  Call  Sara  & Marco  415. 
310.8838. 

PROFESSIONAL  HOUSECLEANING.  Sys- 
tematic, consistent,  detail  oriented.  20  yrs 
excellent  refs.  CALL  NOW  FOR  FREE  EST. 
Deana  510.547.2469. 

EXCELLENT  HOUSEKEEPER.  Reliable 
references  available.,  Mon/Tues/Thurs. 
Alejandra  415.948.1363. 

Insurance  Services 

LONG  TERM  CARE  SPECIALIST.  Free 
consultation.  Experienced  broker  helps 
individuals/small  businesses  plan  ahead. 
Lee  Abel  Bandele  415.821.2271. 


Miscellaneous 

Driver  Wanted:  The  View  needs  a re- 
sponsible individual  to  deliver  the  paper 
and  do  basic  maintenance  on  its  boxes. 


Roughly  16-hours  a month;  $250 
without  a vehicle;  $325  with.  Contact 
editor@potreroview.net. 

MEDITATION  GROUP-  Seeking  a medi- 
tation group  (other  than  chanting)  on 
or  near  potrero  Hill  rbisaacson@gmail. 
com. 

Pet  Services 

Potrero  Pet  Pals.  Loving  care  for  your  pet 
when  you  cannot  be  at  home.  Mid-day 
dog  walks  and  petsitting  services  while 
you  are  away.  10  years  experience. 
Potreropetpals.com  or  415.643.3861. 


Photograpy 

POTRERO  VIEW  PHOTOGRAPHER  avail- 
able for  family  portraits,  celebrations  etc. 
Reasonable  rates;  friendly  approach  paula 
eve  aspin  415.425.1218. 

Rentals 

CHARMING  GARDEN  APARTMENT  One 
BR,  2-night  minimum.  Fireplace,  patio, 
deck,  French  doors.  415.641.4488. 

VACATION  RETREAT  FOR  POTRERO 
HiLLIANS.  Calistoga/St.  Helena  area.  3 
bdrms,  2 baths,  sleeps  6 (max).  Lg  decks 
w/views  of  stream,  woods  & meadow. 
Fireplace  w/wood  supplied.  30  acres. 
Trails.  All-year  stream.  Dogs  OK.  3 night 
wkend=$450;  week=$800  or  4 wks  at 
$2400.  415.647.3052.  Photos  at  http:// 
home.earthlink.net/-springmount/. 

PART-TIME  OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT. 
Great  for  acupuncturist  or  CMT  or  other 
prof.  Large,  lovely,  light-filled  room.  AvI. 
Th,  F,  S & Su.  2nd  Rm  inci  w/rent  on  S & 
Su.  S600.00/mo.  Utl's  incl.  Est.  holistic 
O.C.  and  massage  clinic  on  the  hill. ..just 
above  Farley’s!  282.2574. 

SPACIOUS  AND  BEAUTIFUL  furnished 
guest  garden  apartment  w/kitchen.  Pri- 
vate. 1/2  bik  to  restaurants.  Non-smoking. 
Short  term  only.  415.861.3208. 

COTTAGE  ON  THE  HILL,  all  redone, 
fully  furnished,  gas  fireplace,  full  kitch- 
en. One  bIk  to  Whole  Foods.  By  the 
week,  by  the  month.  Short  Term  Only. 
415.643.3500. 

POTRERO  HILL  NORTH  SLOPE,  fully 
furnished  apartment,  20th  and  Arkansas, 
available  for  weekly/  short  term  rentals. 
Spacious,  two-bedroom  w/view.  No  pets; 
no  smoking.  Call  415.641.8260. 

Vacation  Rental  on  the  Hill.  2bd/1.5  bath 
with  view  of  Twin  Peaks.  Washer/dryer  in 
unit,  full  kitchen,  gardn$250/nt  - discount 
for  week/month.  415.285.4840. 


M 4-  M MarKet  4-BaKery 

1199  De  Haro  Street  at  23"'*  Street,  gan  Pancisco 
tei.  4^fax  V15.  282.  2ov: 

Mon -pi  7:00-7:00  g'at  8:00-7:00  ^Un  9:00-5:00 

Tor  Goodness  CaKes” 

By  Mercedes  Ferreira 

^top  by  and  taste  the  goodness 

CaKes,  pies,  tarts,  cooK/es. 
brownies,  sweet  bread 

Special  occasion  cakes  by  spec/.ai  order 
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Go  Solar! 


IT’S  A GREAT  TIME  TO  GO  SOLAR  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 
— AND  SOLARCITY  IS  MAKING  IT  EVEN  BETTER... 


SAVE  MORE  THAN  50%  OFF  THE  COST  OF  YOUR 
SYSTEM  WITH  CITY  SUBSIDIES  AND  TAX  CREDITS* 

GOVERNMENT  SUBSIDIES  ARE  REDUCING  FAST.  ACT  NOW  AND  SAVE  MORE  MONEY. 


Sample  Price  Comparison  (Skw  system) 

SolarCity 

Market 

i 

Solar  System  Cost 

F 

$22,500  1 

$24,090 

Solar  System  Monitoring  for  25  Years 

INCLUDED 

$3,500 

Solar  System  Cost  with  Rebates  and  SF  City  Subsidies 

$12,018 

$17,108 

Federal  Tax  Credit 

$2,000 

$2,000 

FINAL  PRICE  Potential  total  savings  if  you  go  solar  today 

$10,018 

55% 

$15,108 

37% 

WITH  SOLARCITY  YOU  CAN: 

• EARN  UP  TO  A 15%  ANNUAL  RETURN  ON  INVESTMENT 

• LEAD  THE  NATION  TOWARDS  ENERGY  INDEPENDENCE 

• MAKE  A POSITIVE  IMPACT  ON  THE  ENVIRONMENT 

• BE  ASSURED  OF  THE  HIGHEST  QUALITY  AND  SERVICE  GUARANTEED 


Contact  SolarCity  to  schedule  a FREE  solar  site  assessment 
Please  reference  our  promotion  code:  BWHPVMARCH 


1(888) SOL-CITY  | 1(888)765-2489  I WWW.SOLARCITY.COM 
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